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Bishop Richard , 9-month old Justin Simpson and friends . 

THE HERTFORDSHIRE 
ROOFING COMPANY 

Specialists in Period and Listed Property ‘ 



* YOU PERSONALLY CHOOSE TO RETAIN THE 
TRADITIONAL AESTHETIC CHARACTERISTICS OF 
YOUR PROPERTY. ONLY ORIGINAL MATERIALS AND 
THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE CRAFT WILL ENSURE 100% 
CONFIDENCE IN YOU, AND SATISFACTION IN US. 


Sunshine day 
for Justin and 
the children 



HANDMADE CLAY PEG/PLAIN TILES, NATURAL SLATE 
OR STONE. CRAFTSMEN WITH EXPERIENCE ONLY IN 
PERIOD AND LISTED PROPERTY ROOF RENOVATION. 
WE PRIDE OURSELVES IN THE TRADITIONAL PRACTICE 
AND RECOGNISED SERVICE. 

PRESERVING OUR HERITAGE 

THE HERTFORDSHIRE ROOFING COMPANY 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 



AT the Children’s Gift Day on May 5, baby Justin only had 
eyes for the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard Harries, 
who joined hundreds of children for a giant picnic in the sun- 
shine at Dorchester Abbey. 

Afterwards, Bishop Richard preached at a service in the Ab- 
bey attended by 1,800 children and adults from all over the 
Diocese and delighted his young congregation by admitting that 
his picnic had included marmite and lettuce sandwiches made 
by Mrs Harries. 

In many parts of the world, however, food is much less 
nutritious. That is why the theme of this year’s Gift Day was 
'Mama Nutrition’, a joint venture by the Diocese of Masasi and 
the Tanzanian government to teach mothers about diet and the 
treatment of illness. Already £3,000 has been collected for the 
project by the children of the Diocese, and it was clear from 
their 'Mama Nutrition’ exhibition in the Abbey that they iden- 
tify completely with the needs of their brothers and sisters in 
Masasi. 

But let eleven-year-old Rebecca Jones tell you more about that 
inside The DOOR (page 5). 

Also in the June DOOR is a centre spread on the Diocese’s 
Church schools (page 8 and 9), God in the life of Alan Smith, 
the headmaster of one of them (page 2), mini portraits of 15 
new ordinands (page 11) and a parish profile of a Benefice which 
is nearer to Salisbury Cathedral than it is to Christ Church (page 
15). 

There is also an article for Pentecost by David Macln- 
nes and another about the Diocese’s own and very unusual or- 
dination training course with a Chief Inspector among its 
students. 
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An opportunity to invest 
directly in alternative 
production and marketing 
for Third World 
communities. Please write 
or phone for our 
information sheet: 

One Village, 

Charlbury, Oxford OX7 3SQ 
Phone 0993 812866 


At one village you can 

find Ethiopian carpets 
from Wollo, wool 
druggets from Agra, 
wall carpets from 
Ayacucho, durries from 
£9.99. 

Come and see what 
else you can find. 

one village^ 

The World Shop ^ 

ON THE A34 IN WOODSTOCK- OXFORD 
& REGENT ARCADE CHELTENHAM 

ONLY FROM COOPS & COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES WORLDWIDE 


Careful and 
creative 
investments 
to help build 
a betto r w or l d 
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Mary Codings 

Church furnishings 

Est. 1965 

St Andrews Hall, Humber Doucy 
Lane, Ipswich, Suffolk IP4 3BP 
Tel: Ipswich (0473) 726673 
LARGE RANGE OF SECONDHAND 
GARMENTS, WANTED OLD 
EMBROIDERIES, ICONS, RELICS, 
ANYTHING INTERESTING 
CLERGY/CHOIR/READERS 
ROBES, ALTAR FRONTALS, LINEN, 
FURNITURE, BRASS, SILVER, 
STAINED GLASS 
BOUGHT fir SOLD 
NEW fr SECONDHAND 
Price list and fabric samples 
on request 


Budget 

DREC7 




Write lor catalogue to Budget Direct Ltd 
f REE POST Dept 750. West Wickham Kent BR4 ONJ 
or CALL DIRECT TOLL FREE on 



282814 


SICK PAY 
PROBLEMS? 

If you are sick — 
who pays the bills 

Protect your families income, 
join our sickness benefit 
scheme from only £1 .62 per 
week (age 40), provides 
£100 weekly when sick. 

For details write to: 

ANCIENT ORDER OF 
FORESTERS 

FREEPOST 

51 HILL AVENUE 
AMERSHAM 
BUCKS HP6 5BR 

or Tel: (0494) 433604 

Member of LAUTRO 


One light 
leads to another 


with our Baptism Candles & 
Holders, as printed oh the base is the 
suggestion that the candle can be lit 
again and again at each Birthday un- 
til Confirmation. 

This helps to re-enforce the mean- 
ing of Baptism for the whole family 
Our holders make the giving of a 
lighted candle in the service easy and 
practical. Incorporated in the holder 
is space to record details of Baptism 
Confirmation and First Communion. 
So much in one holder at so little 
cost must be why so many are now 
used, and they are easily available 
from SPCK, Mowbrays, many 
other Bookshops through C.P.S.' 
or direct from our order 
department. 


Baptism Candles 


With a choice of three holders 

Original £14.00 for 20 

New Style 

(self assembly) £12.00 for 20 

(assembled) £14.00 for 20 

De Luxe £15.00 for 12 



Original 


Cradle Roll Kits 


For Baptism follow-up. You need 
only one volunteer to run this well- 
designed system. Initial kit only 
£24.50, further supplies available as 
required at low cost. 


Certificate Wallets 


For Banns and Marriage Certificates 
with a receipt for basic fees and ex- 
tras. Packs of 25 for £9.00 

All prices inclusive of post and 
VAT. 

Full colour leaflet on request 




Grove House. Wade House Road 
Shelf. Halifax HX3 7PF 
Tel: Bradford 0274 678337 24 hr 


P. W. Gibbs Joinery 


Purpose made joinery 
in hardwood and 
softwood. Staircases, 
doors, windows etc. 
Existing staircases 
refurbished to 
classical 
designs 



PHONE READING 

882902 


Funeral Directors 

H. C. Grimstead Ltd Established 1927 



Amersham 
(0494) 726130 

Eastcote 
01-866 0688 


Dir, NIGHT AND SDNDAT ATTENDANCE 

Beaconsfield 
(0494) 672668 


Harefield 
0895 822297 

Ruislip 
(0895) 632553 


TILBURY HOUSE 

Gerrards Cross SHEPHERDS LANE West Drayton 

(0753) 882644 BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS (0895) 442032 



ACCOMMODATION 

WANTED: 

HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF THE BENEFITS 
BOTH FINANCIAL AND SOCIAL TO BE 
GAINED FROM HOSTING A FOREIGN GUEST? 

We are expanding our register of families wishing to 
accommodate European business personnel. Our students 
will be attending full-time, short-term language training. 
We are looking for professional families able to provide 
bed, breakfast and an evening meal, single room 
occupancy, within easy reach of the city centre. 

For further information 
telephone Oxford 721959 
Oxford Intensive School 
of English 



gle room , 
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Beyond the classroom 


MY family were not ostensibly 
Christian. I did go to Sunday 
School as a lad, but fell out with 
that when I was 11 . Afterwards 
I became a “hatch, match and 
dispatch” person until the bap- 
tism of our second daughter. It 
was at that point that we ques- 
tioned as a couple what we were 
about — why on earth we were 
taking this child for baptism 
when we ourselves were not 
practising Christians of any sort. 
We started to talk to people at 
our local church, and as a result 
of that we made a commitment 
to Christ for ourselves. I was 
confirmed as a member of the 
Anglican Church just over seven 
years ago . 

I think I have also changed in 
my attitude to the children I 
teach, in that I am far more con- 
cerned now for the whole child. 
I’ve moved away from the nar- 
rowness of a role as a ‘ ‘profes- 
sional educator”, to a wider one 
of preparing young people for 
adulthood. 

I haven’t always taught in 
Church schools. This is my first 
such position, and I didn’t even 
apply for it when the job was 
first advertised. I had serious 
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Alan Smith, 
Headteacher 


misgivings about retreating in- 
to Christian enclaves, feeling 
that as a Christian it was much 
better to be in the world rather 
than to retreat from it. 

I’ve never gone through the 
exercise of checking how many 
pupils are from Christian 
homes, and in any case I have 
become increasingly concerned 
about our right or ability to 
define who or what is a Chris- 
tian. Our colleagues in the 
Roman Catholic schools have a 
very clear brief to provide an 
education for those of their own 
tradition, though of course 
others are attracted to their 
schools. However, almost all 
Church of England schools are 
catchment area schools which 
serve the whole local communi- 
ty. So our first and foremost 
brief is that we have a catchment 
area to serve, although we have 
this additional privilege that we 
can be overtly Christian in the 
way we operate. 

That is a lovely privilege, but 
we are not there to abuse it , to 


make people worship who don’t 
want to. In fact, I don’t think 
you can make children worship 
— only offer them an opportuni- 
ty to do so. 

In terms of other faiths, there 
is a clear divide in my own mind 
between talking about things that 
are multi-faith and things that 
are mulit-cultural. If we want to 
talk about the Indian sub- 
continent, for instance, obvious- 
ly that there are certain faiths we 
might mention — and that isV 
often how we teachers find 
ourselves talking about other 
faiths. So we ensure that, over 
a period, we have shown to the 
children that there are others in 
the world who have faiths other 
than the Christian faiths. I think 
that’s particulary important in a 
school in a rural community, 
whose children are much less 
likely to come across other 
faiths. Although I think we have 
a responsibility to do this in the 
right context, there is a problem 
for the Christian in being objec- 
tive. We can’t teach com- 
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parative religions objectively if 
we are convinced that one of 
them is spot on, and definitely 
the right answer. This is my per- 
sonal view as an individual, not 
as a headmaster. 

There tends to be a wonder- 
ful confusion in education about 
“things Christian’*. Obviously, 
assemblies and RE are important » 
factors but being a Christian 
teacher or a Christian anything 
is about the way we do things all 
the time. I am very fortunate in 
that I inherited a Christian staff. 
We are all Christians working 
together, and we would hope 
that the children see something 
attractive in us in terms of our 


attitudes, the way we care for 
folk and live our lives generally. 

I think we have to seek 
prayerfully as Christians, what 
it is we are supposed to be do- 
ing in our Church schools. It’s 
interesting to see how often 
parents, particularly in towns 
where there is a clear choice, 
migrate towards Church schools 
because of the standards 
represented and the atmosphere 
to be found within them 

But we have to decide what 
makes Church schools different. 
If there is nothing that makes 
them different, why on earth are 
we all in there playing our part? 
When we have decided what 
makes them different if indeed 
they are different, and whether 
or not they have a role in the 
wider community, then as a 
Church — both as the Anglican 
Church and as the whole Church 
— we must get on and commit 
ourselves to promoting Church 
schools and try and “plant” a 
few in the areas where we 
haven’t got them. 

Children have taught me a 
great deal about God. They are 
totally honest, and they question 
things and appreciate the things 
that we take for granted. They 
will thank God not just for big 
things, but for small things, such 
as the cut on their finger getting 
better. That’s just as important 
to them as it would be to me to* 
hear that someone had been 
cured of a serious illness. They 
see God in everything. 

Alan Smith has been Head 
teacher ofBradfield CE Primary 
School in Berkshire since 1986 
He is currently on secondment 
to Berkshire Local Management 
Support Team, and is also a 
member of the Diocesan Coun- 
cil of Education ( Schools ) and of 
an ad hoc group of Berkshire 
heads who are seeking to 
discover the ethos of Church 
schools. Alan is married to Roz, 
a voluntary Church ad- 
ministrator They have two 
daughters and live and worship 
at Shaw-cum-Donnington, 
Newbury . 


St Birinus Pilgrimage 

THE Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd Anthony Russell will 
lead the annual St Birinus Pilgrimate on Sunday, July 8. The 
preacher at the 7pm service in Dorchester Abbey afterwards 
will be the Revd Don Anderson, Ecumenical Secretary of the 
Anglican Consultative Committee. 

Cars can be left near the Abbey. For those driving to the 
Blewbury end of the walk for the picnic and start at 1.30pm, 
there will be a coach leaving Dorchester after the evening 
service to take drivers back to Bright well and Blewbury. 
Those wishing to make use of a bus from Dorchester to 
Blewbury in the morning are welcome on the coach booked 
to leave Dorchester Abbey at 11.30am. Further details from 
the Revd John Crowe, Dorchester Rectory, Wallingford 
0X10 7HZ. Tel: 0865 340007. 


SENIOR CITIZENS 
CLUB HOLIDAY 

Parties of 12. Collected from your 
own front door in our Renault Master 
Coach. 

NO travel worries. 

NO luggage to carry. 

Daily excursion throughout 
North Wales 

Family run Guest House with Wales Tourist 
Board rating. Two crowns. Fire certificate. 
Full board (based on two sharing room) 
From £99 per person 
Price includes everything, definitely no extras to pay. 
Organisers incentive payment. 

For full details or brochure.: 

Tel: (0758) 720058 

or write to: 

Mill House Holidays 
Edern, Nr Pwllheli LL53 6JD 


HOLIDAYS BY CAR 



cjrm 11& 

'Jt 


To: BOURNEMOUTH, EASTBOURNE, 
SWANAGE or WEYMOUTH. 

From: £190 per person per week (based upon 
2 persons sharing a twin en-suite room). There is 
a supplement for single persons. (The price is 
inclusive of private car transport there and back, 
en-suite room, dinner, bed and breakfast, VAT, 
insurance, etc.) 

For prices from your home and hotel brochures 
please telephone or write to: 

BMC HOLIDAY PLAN, FREEPOST 

14 High Street, Poole, Dorset BH15 1BR 
(0202) 681178 (24-hour service) 
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Berks pushes 
open the door 
to local unity 



MP urges Church to 
take stronger lead 


“ORGANIC Unity is the goal; 
the long-term aim is inter- 
communion in its fullest and 
broadest sense, however long it 
takes,” said the Rt Revd Cris- 
pian Hollis, Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Portsmouth at St 
Cassian’s Centre, Kintbury 
recently. 

He was speaking to a meeting 
of leaders of the five main 
Christian denominations, 
representing more than 30 
Councils of Churches and Local 
Ecumenical Projects and in- 
cluding the Rt Revd John Bone, 
the Bishop of Reading. They had 
been called together to consider 
the next steps in the Inter- 
Church Process. 

Speaking as the “Catholic fill- 
ing in a Baptist sandwich”, 
Bishop Hollis looked forward 
with Cardinal Hulme’s words 
from Swanwick “from co- 
operation to commitment”, but 
warned of the danger of further 
fragmenting of the Church if the 
difficulties were not faced 
squarely. 

Earlier, the Revd Hugh 
Cross, Ecumenical Officer for 
England at the British Council 
of Churches, had outlined the 
new structure for the Churches 
Together in England. He stress- 


OXFORD could soon have its 
own ecumenical Christian heal- 
ing centre. The founder of the 
well-known Marylebone Chris- 
tian Healing Centre in London, 
the Revd Christopher Hamel- 
Cooke, is speaking on the sub- 
ject of “Religion and 
Medicine: a new concept in 
Co-operation” on June 6 at the 
University Church of St Mary 
the Virgin. It is hoped that as a 
result a venture similar to the 
Marylebone one could be started 
in Oxford. 

The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, has 
already expressed an interest in 
the Centre’s pioneering work. 
“The Marylebone Healing Cen- 
tre is a most imaginative and 
ambitious project. I’m glad that 
Christopher Hamel-Cooke is go- 
ing to speak in Oxford on his 
ideas. It will be good to explore 
what possibilities there might be 
for a similar centre in Oxford,” 
he said. 


ed the importance of working at 
a county level, which he said 
was one way of dealing with 
variations in the Churches’ ad- 
ministrative boundaries. 

The Revd Douglas McBain, 
Metropolitan Superintendent of 
the Baptist Union, spoke of the 
increasing secularisation of 
* society. “God is still active in 
the world” he said. “Are we?” 
Churchmen who lacked vision 
were probably the biggest 
stumbling block to most people 
outside the Church, he added. 

The Chairman of Berkshire 
Ecumenical Council, Baptist 
Area Superintendent Revd 
Geoffrey Reynolds, outlined the 
role of the county in stimulating 
discussion and enabling the dif- 
ferent Christians to relate to one 
another. There was, he con- 
cluded, “ecumenical excite- 
ment” about the whole occasion 
— and he hoped it would involve 
the leaders of the Churches too. 


AS winners of the 1989 Church 
Times Cup, the Diocesan 
Cricket team have the honour of 
playing the Church Commis- 
sioners. The match will be on 
Thursday, June 7 at the 
Brasenose College ground in 
Oxford starting at noon. 


The organisers of the meeting 
are Mrs Eunice Knowles and 
Miss Christine Cowley, who are 
members of the St Cross con- 
gregation in Oxford City. They 
were so impressed by all that 
they had heard about the Cen- 
tre that they decided to visit it 
for themselves and then to call 
the meeting. 

“Several churches here 
already hold regular healing ser- 
vices. The new centre would 
seek only to reinforce their work 
by incorporating an NHS clinic, 
as at Marylebone, which would 
also provide access to com- 
plementary therapies in line with 
changing attitudes to contem- 
porary medical practice,” they 
said. 

The meeting in the Old Library 
of the University Church of St 
Mary the Virgin will begin at 
7. 30pm on June 6. In the chair 
will be the Revd Stephen Pix, 
Vicar of St Michael at the 
Northgate Church. 


“POLITICIANS would 
welcome a stronger lead from 
.the Church in ethical and fami- 
ly issues” said the Rt Hon 
Timothy Raison at a meeting of 
the Oxford Ministry Course 
Seminar, chaired by its Prin- 
cipal, Canon Vincent Strudwick 
in Christ Church, Oxford on 
April 27. 

The former Minister of 
Overseas Development and ser- 
ving Aylesbury MP was in- 
itiating the seminar series under 
the title “Christianity and 
Politics”. It drew questions and 
discussion, chiefly on the 
Government’s record in social 
legislation, and the issues of 
“haves” and “have nots” at 
home and abroad. 

Acknowledging the Church’s 
role as having a special concern 
for the poor, Mr Raison said that 
he wished there was more 
positive thinking from 
theologians about wealth crea- 
tion, so that (as one unconvinc- 
ed listener put it) “the crumbs 
that dropped from the cake were 
bigger”. He also encouraged the 
Church to contribute to the 
cause of European unity, 
building on the strong Christian 
principles of the founding 
fathers. 

A Christian who believes in 
the importance of the Bible and 
traditional Christian values, the 
former Minister — no wet, as 
his record shows — spoke out 


against corporatism and 
socialism, the latter from his ex- 
perience in Africa; which drew 
from the chairman a rather com- 
plicated story about being 
chased in Ghana by a prostitute 
who mistook him for a Russian 
sailor! 

Whether or not this was to 
make a point in favour of 
African socialism, or the tradi- 
tional values of family life, was 
unclear — but perhaps it 
characterised the way in which 


FRIETH Church of England 
Combined School celebrated its 
125th birthday this year, and on 
May 23 held a birthday party. 
It started with a church service 
at Hambleden at 10.30am, when 
the guests included the Bishop 
of Buckingham, the Lord 
Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire 
and local MP, Mr Ray Whitney. 

After that, both the school and 
the church, specially decorated 
by the children, were open to 
visitors. In the afternoon there 
was a traditional May pageant. 

• Industrial links for eight-year 
olds are unusual, but they have 
brought two national awards in 
four years to Whaddon CE 
Controlled First School, near 
Milton Keynes. 


Mr Raison had stimulated the 
seminar to good-humoured but 
thoughtful reflection. 

The next Oxford Ministry 
Seminar will be led by a Course 
member. Dr David Bryan, who 
will speak on “Dirt, Greed and 
Sex in the Bible” at Christ 
Church on June 8 at 8pm. 

•Timothy Raison’s new book. 
The Tory Party and the Welfare 
State will be published soon. 


After winning a Schools Cur- 
riculum Award they went on to 
become the youngest pupils to 
win a Science and Technology 
Regional Organisation Award 
for their study of the differences 
between the garment sizing sug- 
gested by manufacturers and the 
actual sizes of children. The 
award was recently presented to 
Sarah-May Davies and Toby 
Fox by Mr Eric Forth, Minister 
at the Department of Trade and 
Industry. 

• “No, I’m not afraid” is an 
interpretation of Irana Ratushin- 
shkya’s poem set to dance and 
music with the help of the 
Education Department of the 
Royal Ballet Movement. Last 
year it was presented in the 
parish church by children from 
High Wycombe CE Aided 
Combined School (5-12 year 
olds) as part of a celebration for 
Religious Education Month in 
Buckinghamshire. 

The performance has now 
been included in a new video 
film illustrating primary educa- 
tion in Bucks and is available 
from the Diocesan Schools 
Department at Forest Hill. 


SEVEN honorary Canons 
were installed at Evensong in 
Christ Church Cathedral on 
Saturday, April 28 by the 
Dean, the Very Revd Eric 
Heaton. 

Among them was Margaret 
Clarke, the first woman in the 
Oxford Diocese to be 
honoured in this way. The 
Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries was also pre- 
sent and gave an address of 
welcome. 

Afterwards in warm sun- 
shine the Christ Church con- 
gregation provided supper for 
their visitors in the magnifi- 
cent setting of the Cathedral 
garden. 

Pictured above (left to right) 
are Canon Colin Scott-Demp- 
ster (Chievley), Canon Ron 
Mitchinson (Diocesan Indus- 
trial Chaplain), Canon Peter 
Downes (Greyfriars, Read- 
ing), Canon Margaret Clarke 
(Easthampstead), The Bishop 
of Oxford, The Dean, Canon 
David Goldie (Milton Keynes), 
Canon Alan Pyburn (Henley) 
and Canon John Eastgate 
(Hughenden). 

Helping 

Romania 

A NUMBER of volunteer 
groups in the Diocese have been 
sending help to Romania since 
the revolution there last 
December. Now an entire 
Deanery is trying to help. 

The idea orginiated in the 
small but lively parish of Noke, 
before being taken up by the 
Bicester and Islip Deanery 
Chapter. An offer of help to 
move whatever is collected has 
come from 25 Squadron, Royal 
Corps of Transport and the first 
collection points are being set up 
in Fringford and Islip with two 
more to follow. 

The target date is July 20, and 
the main items needed are sheets 
and pillowcases for hospitals, 
tinned or dried food, and 
clothing for under-fives. More 
details from P. M. Chappie, 
Lower Valley Farmhouse, Noke 
OX3 9TX. 


GLOBAL WINDOW by John Madeley 


Population — a growing concern 


BY this time tomorrow there are likely to 
be an extra quarter of a million people in 
the world. This time next year, there should 
be around 90 to 100 million more of us — 
that’s an extra Thailand and Korea. By the 
year 2000, a whole extra China will have 
been added. 

In about a hundred years time, however, 
world population should have settled down. 
According to the recently-published State 
of the World Population, 1990 report, the 
world’s population looked set to stabilise 
at around 10.2 billion towards the end of 
the next century. 

But that was in 1984, when birth rates 
were slowing down, especially in the 
better-off developing countries. The situa- 
tion now looks “less promising”, says the 
report, which is published by the United 
Nations Population Fund. 

Progress in reducing birth rates has been 
“slower than expected”, it says. In some 
countries, mostly in Africa, birth rates are 
still rising. The world is now on course for 
an eventual total that will be closer to 1 1 
billion — more than twice the present world 


population of 5.3 billion. 

And the report warns that if fertility 
reductions “continue to be slower than ex- 
pected, the mark could be missed again; 
in which case the world could be headed 
for an eventual total of up to 14 billion 
people”. 

In theory, the world has enough land to 
produce food for 14 billion, but diets would 
need to be sparse and mainly vegetarian. 

Every effort should be made to reduce 
fertility, stresses the report. “The surest 
way to achieve sustained decline in fertil- 
ity is to give a new priority to human 
resources investment, to improving mother 
and child health care, women’s status and 
education, and to making family planning 
as widely available as possible for both 
women and men”. 

Such investments not only improve the 
quality of life, “but are also the best and 
quickest way to reduce the population 
growth rates”. 

The report stresses that improving the 
rights of women is crucial if family plan- 
ning programmes are to succeed, with 


women having better access to education 
and more say in family decisions. 

Industrialised countries can help to bring 
down population growth rates, believes the 
report. “Relief for countries badly affected 
by debt burdens and poor commodity 
* prices is essential if human resource pro- 
grammes are not to suffer from budget 
cuts”. 

It considers the damage that a growing 
population might inflict on the Earth’s life 
support systems. In order to survive at pre- 
sent, the poorest one billion people in the 
world often have little option but to clear 
trees and over-use land, which can lead to 
barren wastes. 

The report recommends a “direct and 
all-out attack on poverty itself’. 

Industrialised countries, too, cause con- 
siderable damage. Housing the “top 
billion” people, they are “overwhelmingly 
responsible for damage to the ozone layer 
and acidification, as well as for roughly 
two-thirds of global warming”, it points 
out. All countries need to conserve 
resources and energy, “but especially the 
richer quarter of the world’s population”. 


For Russia with love 

THE Diocese of Oxford is giving £12,000 to buy children’s Bibles 
for the Russian Orthodox Church. The money is from the Outreach 
Fund, which is made up of money given at ordinations and confir- 
mations. Allocating it is the responsibility of the Bishop of Oxford, 
guided by the Bishops’ Council. 

Commenting on his decision the Bishop said: “Ministry is opening 
up in Russia in many wonderful ways and there is a great need for 
Bibles”. 

In a letter to Bishop Richard, the Bible Society’s Director for 
International Support, David Radford said: “We know from past 
experience that these Bibles will bring joy into the lives not only 
of many Russian children but adults too. A Ukranian Church leader 
recently commented to a Norwegian colleague: ‘The Children’s 
Bible helps people to start reading the Bible’. Later in a church 
meeting, this same colleague saw how popular the Children’s Bible 
is as young and old alike queued up to buy them. May God bless 
you and your Diocese for helping Bible Societies meet this hunger 
for the Scriptures.” 


Christian healing 
centre for Oxford? 


School Notice Board 


Photo: Christopher Love. 
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A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU AT 


“WHIRLOW GRANGE” 


Holidays 

Retreats 

etc. 

July/August 
FB £19; 

HB £16; B&B £12 



on A625 
Ecclesall 
Rd South 
Sheffield. 
Tel: 0742/363173 


THE OXFORD DIOCESAN INSTITUTE 

A ministry at work 



itoip 


e^Worldl Awaits V^ov-% . ? 

Beautiful crafts from TrakJcraft ana 
other 'Fair Trodlno' sources. 
Recycled paper. Bootes. 

T-Shirts. Cards 
and Music 

WQ r JL&} W r »^(Z 

for fair trade with the Third World 




covsit^y kd ted 


MISSION TO 
LOVE MUSLIMS 


The Muslims — our neighbours — almost % of the world's 
population. 

For every million Muslims there is one Christian worker. 
For every 20 million Muslims there is one trained evangelist. 

Please help us give them the true sense of Christian care and 
share the life-saving gospel. 

AGAPE OUTREACH (Reg Charity) 

15 Linwood Road, Birmingham, B21 9JG 
Tel: 021-554 5292 


Expert catering to meet your 
every requirement. 

TEL: 0494-785632 
or 0707 322448 

THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldote, Oxford 0X1 1 RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. Candles, 
Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 

Church Stationery. 


COMMUNITY OF THE KING OF LOVE 

July 6-8: In the steps of the prophets with Michael Thompson. 

July 20-22: Loving me. Loving you — a journey of self-discovery with Jill 
Naylor. 

October 23-25: Journey into wholeness with Howard Booth. 

November 9-11: Hearts burning within us with Gwen Cashmore and Joan 
Puls. 

November 23-25: Stepping out into silence, Ann Lewin. 

November 28-30: Feed my lambs - pathways to rich pasture with Frank 
Sargeant. 

Date pending: Tales from the grass roots — stepping out together with 
Hugh Cross. 

Getting to the heart of the matter: Philip Morgan. 

Strangers on the journey: Colin Oavey. 

Details from: The Guardians, Whaley Hall, Reservoir Road, 
Whaley Bridge, Stockport SKI 2 7BL 
Telephone: 0663 732495 


STRESS 

COUNSELLING 

STRESS MANAGEMENT 

Personal and Company Appointments to your 
convenience. 

Physical and Emotional Problems. 

Appointments, Telephone 

( 0635 ) 247052 

Dr Andrew S. Moore, D. P., Psych. Lth, MBTS 


Rolltop Desks 

Based on traditional design in solid mahogany. Also 
many other period items made to your requirements. 


All enquiries to: 

Valecraft Ltd 

Tel: (081) 968 5878 




Metropolitan Police Chief Inspector Philip 
Ringer of the Technology Support Unit, New 
Scotland Yard, received a Long Service and 
Good Conduct Medal from the Commissioner, 
Sir Peter Imbert, at a recent ceremony held 
at the Metropolitan Police Training School, 


Hendon, North London. Chief Inspector 
Ringer, 42 (seen right), who was factory clerk 
before joining the Metropolitan Police in 1967 
is a member of the Oxford Ministry Course 
training to become an NSM. He is married 
with two sons and lives in Chalfont St Peter. 


Few people realise that the Ox- 
ford Diocese runs its own or- 
dination training course. 
Canon Vincent Strudwick, 
Principal of the Oxford 
Ministry Course explains why 
it is special. 

WE often confuse the roles of 
priest and vicar. In the history 
of the Church, priests have 
done all sorts of things. They 
have been scholars, monks, 
schoolmasters, scientists. So 
the priesthood has not always 6 
meant in itself being a vicar | 
with the responsibility of run- ^ 
ning an ecclesiastical shop. I 

We have developed the idea | 
that in fact there is a Ministry | 
at Work, and that those ordin- c 
ands who are being trained for | 
Ministry while they are at 
work will, after ordination, 
continue in their secular 
employment and will find the 
focus of their Ministry there. 

So, although there are three 
residential theological colleges 
in Oxford with national catch- 
ment areas, lots of experienc- 
ed committed Christians in 
this Diocese who are in secular 
employment and who feel call- 
ed to serve God as non-stipen- 
diary ordained ministers, 
(NSMs) choose to come to our 
non-residential course — part 



Canon Strudwick 


of the Diocesan Institute — so 
that they can continue in their 
work, remain with their 
families and keep their links 
with their home parish. 

We have no headquarters 
building as such. We are 
‘lodgers’ at St Stephen’s 
House, one of the theological 
colleges in Oxford, for our 
weeldy Tuesday evening lec- 
tures, and tend to move 
around to different conference 
houses for our weekends — 
but we don’t feel at all root- 
less. In fact there is a far 
greater sense of belonging, 
and far more fun on the 
course, than I have experienc- 
ed in any other theological col- 
lege that I have taught in. 

There isn’t a typical profile 
of a person on the course. We 
have some people who are 
school teachers. We have a 
hospital consultant, an elec- 


trician, a social worker, some- 
one from the water board and 
from the gas board. We even 
have a police inspector from 
Scotland Yard (see photo). In 
fact there are men and women 
on the course representing 
almost the entire range of 
public service. 

They are, of course, very 
busy people with families, 
some with very young chil- 
dren. They also have a com- 
mitment at their local church, 
a social life to lead and of 
course their work. In all this 
they are taking on something 
quite big in committing them- 
selves to this course which 
though part-time is in no sense 
a soft option. 

It’s a first class training for 
people who are in work 
because it not only provides a 
basic theological course like 
those offered by many theolog- 
ical colleges, but it actually 
uses the benefits of being in 
work as part of the data of the 
training. 

Over the three years, they 
have to produce 54 substantial 
essays quite apart from the 
weekly lectures, some week-; 
end commitments, a ten-day 
residence in the summer, and 
reading and private study. 
They also have to do a place- 
ment in some kind of secular 
institution, and some of them 
will be going on parish place- 
ments to get to know more 
about parish work. 

At the end of the course, a 
Certificate in Theology and 
Biblical Studies is offered by 
the University of Oxford 
Department of External 
Studies, so all their work is 
monitored by the University as 


well as marked by the tutors. 

Then there is the pastoral 
side which involves not only 
looking at how vicars work in 
parishes but also some very 
sensitive work gaining counsel- 
ling skills, and also learning 
how to manage a role of what 
perhaps we might call a 
“Ministry of Presence” in the 
place of work. This is par- 
ticularly applicable to those 
whose ministry is going to be 
focused at work, although I 
should say that we also have 
some men training to be sti- 
pendiary parish priests and a 
number of women training to 
be non-stipendiary parish 
deacons. 

NSMs can be made to feel 
second class if they can’t give 
much time to helping the vicar 
in the parish, because their 
real ministry is at work and 
people think: “Oh well, 
they’re not real priests after 
all”. With this in mind, we 
have been having a series of 
seminars with vicars who have 
students from our courses in 
their parishes. 

We have found out from 
these that there is a wide vari- 
ety of expectations about what 
these people are doing in train- 
ing for ordination, and how 
they will exercise their 
ministry after ordination. 
We’ve changed the course a 
bit in response to things that 
vicars have said to us. We are 
also very keen that the^ should 
take the PCCs into tlieir con- 
fidence when a candidate is 
sent to us, so that they feel a 
joint responsibility with the 
vicar for nurturing him or her 
during and after training. 

But why do some people in 


secular employment feel the 
need to be ordained? The 
answer is that it’s partly to do 
with a personal call, and part- 
ly with the fact that having an 
ordained priest or deacon 
around may in fact provide a 
focus for discipleship and en- 
courage the laity who are also 
trying to exercise a ministry at 
work. 

Ministers in secular employ- 
ment may not necessarily be 
doing anything overtly ec- 
clesiastical, may not even 
choose to wear their dog col- 
lars — but the fact that they 
are ordained means their 
whole stance and the way they 
do their job is under obser- 
vation. Together with lay 
Christians exercising the 
Ministry of Presence, priests 
and deacons are attempting to 
discern what God is up to in 
the world, and to join in the 
process. 

There is evidence that clergy 
at work are used pastorally by 
colleagues and workmates, 
who perhaps would never 
dream of going to a parish 
priest. What is even more im- 
portant, however, is the way 
in which ministers in secular 
employment can be part of the 
process whereby the Church 
permeates the whole of our 
society and influences its 
thinking and the way social life 
develops over a long period. 

They are as much agents in 
that as Bishops are in the 
House of Lords — perhaps 
more so. 

Full details of the Oxford 
Ministry Course are available 
from Gill Pratley at Diocesan 
Church House. 




MAGAZINES 
BOOKLETS 
WEDDING SHEETS 
FUNERAL SHEETS 


ACCOUNTS 

APPEALS 

TIMES OF SERVICES 
DIRECTORIES 

You set — we print — or use our 
comprehensive setting and printing capability 


One or four-colour work carried out 


Higgs & Co. (Printers) 

Limited 

Caxton House 
Henley-on-Thames 
Oxon 
RG9 1AD 

Tel: Henley (0491) 572176 
Fax: (0491) 573571 










n-rr 


5 


K 


iW^ '<s* t 

The Door, June 1990 


A day in the life of Rebecca at 


The Children's Gift Service 



Eleven-year-old Rebecca 
Jones was one of 1,500 
children and adults who 
gathered at Dorchester Ab- 
bey on May 5 for the 1990 
Children ’s Gift Day. She is 
the daughter of Pamela 
Jones, the Diocesan 
Children 9 s Officer, who was 
in charge of organising the 
day, and of Stephen Jones, 
the Vicar of Cropredy near 
Banbury. Rebecca is a 
member of St Mary J s, 
Cropredy Sunday Scool. 

This is her own account 
of the day. 


THE sun was shining, and it 
was already hot as we arrived 
at the lytch gate of Dorchester 
Abbey. We came early to set 
up the workshops for the Ab- 
bey, guest house, school, 
village hall, the George Hotel 
and Belcher Court. 



Arfinng aJL CUcKaebu- febey. 


I was in the workshop in the 
school, making a banner 
which said: “We are marching 
in the light of God”, which we 
carried in procession at the ab- 
bey. The school had over 150 
children working on different 
projects, and 900 others 
everywhere else. 

I had an hour-and-a-half in 
the workshop and at 12.30pm 
1 went over to hymn practice 


to practise the hymns we were 
going to sing later on. 

Then I went to the cloister 
garden for something to eat. 
While I was there, I had my 
photo taken with the Bishop of 
Oxford and later the Bishop of 
Reading. 

Next, was the Abbey for the 
service. 1 was one of the first 
to go in, because I was help- 
ing to set things up. There was 
a stand with a microphone for 
the Bishop of Oxford and the 
Rector of Dorchester. The 
project this year is ‘Mama 
Nutrition 9 which is a health 
scheme in Tanzania. The 
Bishop talked about the three 
things in life to help the seeds 
of love grow. 

The Abbey was crowded, 
and people never stopped com- 
ing in. We sang lots of hymns: 
“We are marching in the 
Light of God,” and “Hallelu- 
jah” are two African hymns 
we sang. 

All the Sunday Schools con- 
tributed with some money; one 
brought a whisky bottle with 
money in, and another a big 
cheque for £80. 

I thought that the day was 
very good. I met lots of new 
people from all over the 
Diocese, and we learnt more 
about what it is like to be a 
child in another country. It 
made me realise how lucky I 
am and how we must care for 
other people. 



ijn COor4<ei'op . 
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FIAT HOOFING SPECIALIST 


Garages, Bay Windows, Extensions 
Slating, and Tiling Work. 

For FREE ADVICE and Estimate 
from a 

PROFESSIONAL COMPANY 

TELEPHONE: 

0734 567621 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
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THE CHAPEL CHOIR 


Bramdean School 

EXETER 


VOICE TRIALS 



S ix chorister scholarships are available to boys 
between the ages of 7 and 10 years. 

Successful candidates can be boarders or day boys 
depending on residential location and parental 
commitment. 

Choral scholarships can be tenable to the completion 
ofG.C.S.E. 

Enquiries please to: The Mas ten of the Choristers 

Bramdean School 
Richmond Lodge, Heavitree, Exeter 
Telephone Exeter (0392) 73387 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

In North Oxford for retired persons 
with Oxfordshire connections 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 

All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford OX2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 
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Editorial 


A MUSLIM father said he 
would rather his daughter 
went to a Church school than 
to a non-Church one. All over 
our Diocese there are other 
parents who are not Christians 
but who still choose to travel 
some distance to send their 
children to a Church of 
England school. But why? 

One glance at this month’s 
centre spread on Church 
schools will provide part of the 
answer. The stories there pro- 
vide a glimpse of the kind of 
innovative work which ought 
to gladden the heart of any 
parent. 

The curriculum, however, is 
only part of the answer. The 
Muslim father went on to say 
that he liked “the good at- 
mosphere”, and other parents 
speak of the “ethos”. While a 
good caring atmosphere is not 
of course the monopoly of 
Church schools, we surely 
have to hope that they are in- 
deed “different” in some way. 
For if they are not why have 
them at all? 

The existence of church 
schools is the result of the 
history of education in this 
country. Many of them were 
founded more than 150 years 
ago, to provide free education 
where none existed. In many 
places they remain the only 
available schools. 

The involvement of the 
Church in the lives of Church 
schools, however, is an in- 
escapable fact. In an Aided 
school the Church has a legal 
obligation to maintain the 
buildings, a right to appoint a 
majority of the governors who 



in turn are the employers of 
the teaching staff, and a 
responsibility for Religious 
Education and acts of worship. 

This tension between the 
Church as “a presence” on the 
one hand and its responsibil- 
ity to the whole community on 
the other, more than anything 
else has given the Church 
schools their special ethos. But 
it has also created a dilemma 
which is highlighted in our 
“God in the life of” interview 
with Alan Smith. As the head 
of a village school with a 
secular catchment area, he 
feels he must try to be objec- 
tive about his Christianity, but 
as a committed Christian he 
admits that he cannot be. 

As a Church should we ex- 
pect him to be? In an increas- 
ingly secular society ought the 
Church to take a less am- 
bivalent attitude towards its 
schools? Is it enough to talk 
about their implicitly Chris- 
tian atmosphere or should it 
be more firmly explicit? 

A group of Berkshire 
headteachers including Alan' 
Smith has recently come 
together to consider questions 
like these. Their conclusions 
deserve the voidest possible 
discussion within the Dibcese. 

Christine Zwart 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 


Come O Holy Spirit. 

Fill the hearts of your faithful 

And enkindle in them the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit 
So they may be recreated. 

And thou shalt renew the face of the earth. 

This month your prayers are asked for: 

Those who are to be ordained on July 1 (see page 11) and also for their 
Retreat beforehand. 

Our Church Schools 

The “Mama Nutrition’ ’ project and the Diocese of Masasi in Tanzania. 
The students and staff of the Oxford Ministry Course 
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a year by the Diocese of Oxford 
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The Holy Spirit — 

a forgotten factor 

* 


WE are living at an extraor- 
dinary period of history. The 
whole world appears convulsed 
in change. Intellectually, 
politically, socially, and 
spiritually we are seeing a quiet 
revolution taking place 

everywhere. 

Whether this is for good or 
evil is not yet apparent. The 
enlightenment philosophy is 
cracking, scientific optimism is 
fading, Russian communism has 
been crumbling, apartheid is be- 
ing prised open, and even com- 
fortable materialism has become 
dissatisfying to many. In all this 
there is an exciting opportunity. 
People the world over are begin- 
ning to look for spiritual help. 
Is the Church in this country 
ready to give a lead? 

More than a decade ago, Car- 
dinal Suenens wrote: “The 
Church has never known a more 
critical moment in her history. 
From a human point of view 
there is no help on the horizon 
.*. . yet, at the moment, we see. 
in the sky of the Church, the 
manifestations of the Holy 
Spirit’s action which seem to be 
like those known to the early 
Church. It is as though the Acts 
of the apostles and the Letters of 
St Paul were coming to life 
again; as if God were once more 
breaking into our history.” 

The same wind that blew 
though the first Christians at 
Pentecost is blowing afresh to- 
day. There are many indications 
of this all over the world. But 
how many churches have their 
doors and windows wide open 
to that wind? 

Living God 

The Holy Spirit is indispensable 
to our life and health. Take him 
away and what have you left? 
An institution, a building, a 
structure, an organisation 
perhaps. But no Church of the 
living God. 

We might well ask why it is 
that down the centuries Chris- 
tians have so often parted com- 
pany with the Lord the Spirit. 
Let me give three possible 
reasons. 

First, because again and again 
we have systemised our God. 
We feel safer with a comfortable 
definition that we can talk about, 
than with the living Spirit of God 
who does what he pleases. It is 
easier to discuss a lot of theory, 
than to let Him disturb our lives 
in any significant or creative 
way. We have tried to confine 
Him in neat theological 
categories rather than let Him 
blow where He wishes. 

But He won’t be tied to those 
formulae in which we try to con- 



tairi Him or the human predic- 
tables by which we try to 
anticipate Him. He is God the 
surpriser, the unpredictable, the 
iconoclast. As C. S. Lewis puts 
it about Aslan the Lion, “He is 
wild, you see”. 

Perhaps that is why Jesus urg- 
ed his disciples to ask and seek 
and knock. He gave them a pic- 
ture of persistence, in the 
parable of the friend at midnight 


God. I had to let go of my 
defences, my nice Christian 
talk, and let God be God. I had 
the Spirit, but did the Spirit have 
me?” 

A second reason for what 
might be called “the divine 
absence” is that we have tried 
to rationalise our experience. 
One distinctive mark of 
Pentecost was the intensity of 
the disciples’ experience of God. 


by David Maclnnes 


urgently demanding the 
necessities of life. He was 
pushing them out of theory into 
his reality. 

Carl Barth put it this way: 
“As a foolish Church presup- 
poses His presence and action in 
its own existence; in its offices 
and sacraments, its ordinations 
and absolutions; so a foolish 
theology presupposes the Holy 
Spirit; but only where the Spirit 
is sighed, cried and prayed for, 
does He become present and 
newly active.” 

A friend wrote to me recent- 
ly, describing his own search. 
Someone had quoted the words: 
“Unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it re- 
mains alone; but if it dies it bears 
much fruit”. “At that mo- 
ment”, he said “unexpectedly, 

I felt as if a surgeon’s knife had 
gone through me. Something 
deep and painful was happening 
in me. I could not restrain the 
tears. The grain of wheat which 
was my life had to die, if it was 
to bring forth fruit pleasing to 


They knew that something im- 
mensely powerful had happen- 
ed. The sure sign that God had 
brought in a new era was the 
Holy Spirit. 

But as one generation suc- 
ceeded another, the experience 
was often lost, though the belief 
remained. No doubt, fears about 
wild emotionalism and warnings 
of foolish enthusiasm helped to 
dampen the expectancy. Low 
expectations led to limited ex- 
perience; limited experience was 
then assumed to be the norm.’ 
But it was not so at the beginn- 
ing, and it has not been so 
whenever the Spirit has been 
sought again. 

In the Acts of the Apostles, 
His coming was accompanied by 
clear evidence, and lives were 
marked by spiritual authority 
and power. Something could be 
seen and heard at Pentecost. 
When the Spirit fell on Cor- 
nelius, it was visible and discer- 
nible. Paul recognised that the 
disciples at Ephesus were lack- 
ing a basic ingredient, and so he 


asked: “Did you receive the 
Spirit when you believed?” 
How vital this is for our worship 
and witness. 

As one writer puts it: “So 
much worship in Britain today 
does not face up to a real God 
who visits, speaks, touches, 
heals and who also wants to 
refresh the parched deserts in- 
side each human being, the lon- 
ly , questioning , shivering soul ’ ’ . 
Worship is so often kept at a 
cool level of communication 
with God; the pattern may vary 
but it is hard for the congrega- 
tion to enter into any form of in- 
timacy with their Lord. 

Yet the tide of expectancy is 
rising today. People are 
discovering that to know God 
face-to-face is not just a 
privilege reserved for great 
saints. It is a gift offered to all 
by the Holy Spirit. 

There are many other things 
that can be said, but here’s one 
final reason for our spiritual 
poverty. We have tried to 
minimize our mission. An in- 
escapable part of the Spirit’s ac- 
tivity is to loosen the tongue. 
After being beaten and threaten- 
ed with dour punishments if they 
continued to speak of Jesus, the 
apostles confessed that they 
could not help but continue. 

Compulsion 

There was a divine compulsion. 
They were full of a Spirit who 
was full of Jesus. They could not 
seal their lips without expelling 
the Spirit. 

They did not hold a commit- 
tee meeting to plan a decade of 
evangelism in the upper room. 
They simply waited to be cloth- 
ed with power. And when the 
Spirit came upon them, they 
were so controlled by the love 
of Christ that nothing could stop 
them. 

All too often in today’s 
Church, our mission is man in- 
itiated, man organised and man 
centred. No wonder our impact 
is small and fear of witness 
grows. The Holy Spirit will not 
be boxed in by ecclesiastical 
limits. He has a mission to bring 
the love of Christ to the world. 
He leaves behind those who 
won’t go with him. But the 
power of God will overwhelm 
those who go unashamedly in 
His Spirit to share Christ in 
response to His calling. 

The Holy Spirit is active to- 
day, but He will not go with us. 
It is for us to go with Him. 


The Revd David Maclnnes is 
Rector of St Aldate ’s, Oxford. 




GETTING MARRIED 
OR PLANNING A 
SPECIAL OCCASION 

We offer a full venue Decorating 
Service, along with Wedding favours 
available in any colour to order 
Why not try our range of Belgian hand 
made chocolates, beautifully 
packaged, or our balloons in boxes 
delivered or posted for a gift with a 
difference, or that special finishing 
touch 

9 Packhorse Road 
Gerrards Cross 
Tel: 0753 889665 


Funeral 
Services 

Private Chapels, 24 Hours Service, Private Hire Cars. 

Also available: 

MONUMENTAL MASON 

Personal, caring service 

67 St. Mark’s Road, Maidenhead 
Berks S16 6DP 

Telephone: 0628 777899 

Under the personal attention of 
Alan Cattermole 


SUPERMAIDS 

J3 

HOUSE CLEANING ^ 


SERVICES LTD '€ 


Will regularly visit your home and spring \ 
clean your home to our very high standards 
from only £9.99 weekly. 100% insured, 
100% reliable. 

V 

Telephone: 0993 840167 


Helping Hands Ltd 

■ 


TYPIN6/W0RD 
PROCESSING * 
SERVICE 

Business or personal, strictly 
confidential. 

Correspondence, theises, manu- 
scripts, estimates, invoices, etc. 
No work considered too small or too 
large. 

Competitive rates 
Contact: 

Monica Woods 

0865 341025 


AUTHORS 

Your book Published 

All subjects. Fiction, 
biography, travel, 
religious works. We 
advise, edit, publish and 
distribute. 

Details: 

EXCALIBUR 

PRESS 

13 Knightsbridge Green 
London SW1X 7QL 


1SJETHY 

A. products X 




Dept SOC 

Kirshaws Road, Coatbridge 
Scotland ML5 4SL 
Tel: 0236 40484. Fax: 0236 33482 

MAIL ORDER YARNS 

2/8s Shetland Yarn on cone in oil 
2/1 Os Lambswool Yarn on cone in oil 
2/8s Shetland "Donegal" Mixtures 
3/ 14s 2 Ply Combed Cotton 
"Chunky" Mohair 
"Lopi" Hand-Knitting Yarn 
Aran on cone Pure New Wool 3/9 Vi 
Hand Knitting 100% ECRU + Colours 
SEND £2.00 FOR SHADE CARDS 
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Praying with Other faiths 


Under the heading ‘This 
Bogus Harmony’ a corre- 
spondent in our May issue 
was sharply critical of the 
Inter-Faith service held in 
the Cathedral. A hospital 
chaplain here presents 
another view. 


I WAS not present at the inter- 
faith service in the Cathedral, of 
which Simon Scott of Wycliffe 
Hall disapproved in May’s edi- 
tion of The DOOR. 

I do, however, as a part-time 
hospital chaplain, minister to 
and work with people of other 
faiths. I have prayed with Sikhs, 
Muslims, Buddhists and Hindus. 
On one occasion a Sikh family 
called me out in the middle of 
the night to pray when their 
baby died. 

Though the prayers I have us- 
ed have been addressed to God 
rather than in the name of the 
Trinity, I have never been afraid 
to mention Jesus. I have no 
doubt that God has heard and 
answered these prayers. They 
are valued by those taking part, 
for we all share the knowledge 
that there is a spiritual dimen- 
sion to sickness which needs to 


things that we hold in common, 
if only that we live by faith. 
There are insights and concerns 
that we share, and how better to 
express this than in worship and 
prayer in a Cathedral? 

Sebastian Jones ( the Revd) 
Chaplain , 
Heatherwood Hospital 


Back to 
basics 

OUR Bishop’s superb TV 
presentation on Easter Day set 
me thinking about the role of the 
Church, and wishing that at the 
highest level there was more 
straightforward teaching of the 
kind he gave us on the Resurrec- 
tion. As an ordinary person in 
the pews, I actually find some 
aspects of the Church’s teaching 
rather disturbing. 

I recently became aware that 
one quarter of all births now 
take place outside marriage; that 
one in three people have been 
divorced or separated; and that 


(effew 


be addressed. Shared prayer can 
bring more than just comfort. 

In the hospital, I also have 
meals and had brief discussions 
with members of staff from a 
variety of faiths. Many have a 
deep concern that religious 
values in our country have been 
over-run by materialism. They 
feel for their patients who ap- 
pear to have no faith, and they 
want to know what the faith of 
the people ought to be. As I talk 
with these carers I feel I have 
more in common with them than 
with many who put C. of E. in 
the box marked religion on their 
admission forms. 

There is no doubt in my mind 
that people from other faiths 
have insights to share with us. 
It is also clear that we have a lot 
to give, particularly in an en- 
vironment dominated by suffer- 
ing and the need for hope, when 
our faith is based on the suffer- 
ing and Resurrection of Christ. 

In any interfaith meeting, we 
all know that there are major dif- 
ferences, but there are some 


the General Synod has been 
spending its time arguing about 
the circumstances of Christ’s 
birth and Resurrection. 

I think that one of the reasons 
for public indifference and 
declining membership is that for 
many people the Church has lost 
its way, has become irrelevant, 
in spite of the good things we 
read about in The DOOR. 

One answer might be to get 
back to basics, to say what is 
right and wrong and proclaim 
the good news that Jesus came 
to save sinners. The Church 
might be less concerned with 
quasi-political issues (there are 
plenty of people doing that 
already), and more concerned 
about its own mission. The 
Church exists to save souls and 
to help people love God and 
their neighbour, to pray better 
and to make some sense of ear- 
thly existence. 

Among our Lord’s last words 
to his disciples were that repen- 
tance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name 
among all nations. How often is 
that command proclaimed? If 


the Church was true to its call- 
ing in this as in other things, 
social problems might solve 
themselves. 

Christopher Blake 
Charlbury 

Facing the 
inner cities 

WHEN Buckingham Palace was 
bombed during the war, the then 
Queen remarked that she was 
glad they had been bombed as 
she felt they could look the East 
End of London in the face. 
Well, thank God for the Church 
Urban Fund — for it helps me 
to look the inner cities in the 
face! 

To date, the Fund has raised 
over £13m towards tackling 
poverty and deprivation in Ur- 
ban Priority Areas, and projects 
are under way throughout the 
country. Yes, of course this is 
a minute contribution in com- 
parison to the scale of the pro- 
blem — but it is a contribution. 

But the Fund means more than 
just money. On one level, it has 
given the Church a real input in 
the debate on poverty and the 
plight of the poor in this coun- 
try. The Church has put its 
money where its mouth is — and 
it deserves to be heard. 

On a different level it has 
given folk like me a chance to 
do something positive. As a 
Christian economist, the Fund 
has allowed me to combine my 
faith and work in a practical way, 
— hopefully raising both money 
and consciousness. I am grate- 
ful to have had that opportunity. 

Ann Boutflower (Mrs), 

CUF Deanery Co-ordinator , 
Milton Keynes. 

Whither 

CEMS? 

IN People and Places in the May 
issue of The DOOR the verger 
of St Paul’s, Wokingham, com- 
plained that there were no 
Church-based groups for men, 
so he is now an enrolled member 
of the Mothers’ Union. 

If the Church of England 
Men’s Society had not been dis- 
banded he would have found a 
home. The CEMS in the past 
was very active and I have my 
suspicions that it was disbanded 
to get rid of any strong oppo- 
sition to the many changes 
which were taking place in the 
liturgy and in the Church in 
general. 

My husband was a member 
for about forty years, and still 
wears his badge with pride and 
regret. 

A. J. Baron , 
M.U . member , 
Witney. 


Open 
DOOR 

IT is heartening to have so many 
readers pressing for an 
ecumenical DOOR — but there 
are practical difficulties. 

The Diocese of Oxford covers 
an area including parts of three 
Roman Catholic dioceses, and 
various Free Church districts. 

The back page information is 
long enough already — if we 
were even to attempt details of 
other denominations we would 
have to think of using two or 
three pages just for that sort of 
information, if we were to have 
a shared paper. 

What we can do is to continue 
to have articles and features 
which are of general Christian 
interest. Also, from time to time 
we can focus on ecumenical 
issues as we shall be doing in the 
September edition later this 
year. Another idea to be con- 
sidered is to have occasional 
ecumenical supplements. 

John Crowe (the Revd), 
Chairman, The DOOR 
Editorial Support Group , 

One head 

YOU say in Side by Side (May 
DOOR) that the monarch has 
been head of the Church since 
the time of Henry VIII. It is true 
that Henry so described himself 
after the breach with Rome and 
he was followed in this by Ed- 
ward VI. But Elizabeth I recog- 
nised this was a mistake and 
used the more discreet title of 
“in earth supreme Governor of 
the Church of England’’ and this 
has been used ever since. 

No-one but our Lord himself 
can be properly described as 
head of the Church. 

S. D. Freer, 
Little Compton 


DON’T forget the DOOR is 
open on June 10. Our readers 
(and on-readers) are welcome 
at the Dorchester Abbey Guest 
House at 4pm to meet the 
Editor, her Editorial Support 
Group and others involved in 
the production of our Diocesan 
newspaper. The Bishop of Ox- 
ford hopes to be there too. This 
is your chance to give your 
views, encouragement and 
criticism to us and our chance 
to meet and listen to your ideas 
besides making contacts for 
future news stories and 
features. Bring a picnic or buy 
tea at the Abbey Tea Room 
(run by volunteers for charity). 
If you can, stay for Evensong 
at 6pm and the concert by the 
European Chamber Concert at 
8pm which includes Vivaldi’s 
’Four Seasons’ (Tickets from 
0865 864056). Children are 
welcome too. 

John Crowe 



94 Southview Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 OBB 
Tel: (0734) 471122 


ROOFING 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

FLAT ROOFING PROBLEMS? 

A typical 12ft x 12ft roof can cost as little as £197.00 which includes: 

★ M your existing roof removed ★ A brand new three layer built-up felt 
roofing system fixed, with a mineral finish — to the full British Standard 

★ A full ten year guarantee against leakage (without all that small print) 

★ Quality workmanship — next to none ★ A full detailed quotation — 
without obligation. 

slipin’ and a slidin’ . . . 

SLATE & TILE REPAIRS 

We also specialise in slate and tile repairs — guttering and general roofing 
maintenance. Again we are not afraid to quote you some prices. For in- 
stance bn a terraced house replacing or re-fixing up to 15 slates is a fixed 
price of only £47.50 inclusive. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER OUR BEST 
INTEREST LIES IN YOUR BEST INTEREST 

TEL: READING 471122 

VAT registration number: 438 2729 31 


JERSEY LEISURE 
HOLIDAYS 

JERSEY 

Late booking specialists 

Book today, depart tomorrow 

All dates, all summer 

By air from your nearest airport 
By ferry or by hydrofoil 

★ SHORT BREAKS AVAILABLE ★ 

May/June special offers 

FOR THE BEST VALUE CALL 

0908 271727 

ACCESS/VISA ACCEPTED 


0 The. 
Samaritans 


Ordinary people who care for the 
desperate, lonely and suicidal. 

COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Amersham 432000. 

Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. 

Milton Keynes 667777. 

Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011. 



Always there al the end of the line 


ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair , including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase (Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and delivery available. 

Ickford (08447) 445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road 
Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP18 9HY 


Willows Court — Pangbourne 

RETIREMENT HOMES 

Resident Warden 



The remaining flat and cottage are available for a limited period 
only at 1987 prices. 

FLAT — 1st Floor — 1 bedroom, large living room £74,200 
COTTAGE — 2 bedrooms, living room, kitchen/diner, 
garage £87,500. 

Prices include fully fitted carpets, refrigerator and 
cooker. 

Service Charge: £61.85 per month for flat or cottage 
covers cost of Warden, 24 hour alarm service, and all 
external maintenance. 

Only a few minutes from shops or station. Private 
communal gardens adjoining the River Pang. 

Both the flat and cottage will be open for viewing on 
Saturdays and Sundays from 2pm-4.30pm, or by 
appointment. 

Kylment Limited, PO Box 25, Pangbourne, RG8 7EF 
Telephone: (0734) 844726 


Dial 



Rivermead 
Centre, 
Abingdon Rd, 
Oxford 
Tel: Oxford 
7918.18 


Ability 


Equipment on display for Bathroom 
and Personal Care. 

Equipment Centre Opening in May. 

Watch Press for notification of full 

opening. 

All aspects of disability, however 
slight, both physical or mental illness 
catered for. 

Call in or telephone between 1-4pm 
weekdays or 10-4pm Wednesdays for 
information on any aspect of 
disablement, clubs, equipment etc. 


t 
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YOUR WEDDING VIDEO BY A 
PROFESSIONAL 
CONTACT 
FISCH FILMS 
HIGH WYCOMBE 718179 


PETER G. JOHNSON 

General Builders 

For all your general building 
requirements large or small. 

Tel: Oxford 
(0865) 728494 




K. M. PORTRAITS 
Exclusively just fur^bu!! 

Oil paintingjjtf 100% linen aVaiSle for you. Do you have a 
special occjpion y0U want to remember!! We are pleased to 
commissiot§jjiy portrait or subject from apy! photograph for 

ddings, landscapes, or ha^e you recently 
' j^ir degree! ’ J 
vaM tb hearing from you on : 

* 0603-633992 JP j 

J {A - 5 Details from: 

151 Suffolk Square, Norwich NR2 2BN 



GFT FIT .. . 

NOT FAT 

SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 
MONITORED BY EXPERIENCED 
DOCTORS 

FAST , SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 

It's simple and safe — one pill per day 
makes you feel less hungry and enables 
you to keep to a calorie controlled diet. 
A complete re-education of eating habits 
to aid permanent weight reduction. 
Monitored by experienced doctors. 

£13 weekly 

(including medication) 

Just call in at: 

BERKSHIRE DIET CENTRE 

IS CROSS STREET. READING. BERKS 

(Opposite Marks & Spencer) 

or Telephone: 

0734 505227 

CLINIC TIMES: 

Monday/T uesday/Thursday/Friday 
1 1 .30am to 8pm 
Wednesday 4pm to 8pm 
Saturday 10am to 4pm 



MINISTERING TO THE 
SEXUALLY ABUSED 
VICTORIA ROOMS, BRISTOL 

SATURDAY JUNE 16th 1490 
10.30am to 5.00pm. REGISTRATION : From 9.30am 
AN ELLEL GRANGE TRAINING COURSE 

Detailed guidance for counsellors, ministers and Christian 
leaders who are offering help to the sexually abused. This is a 
vital area of ministry that is not often spoken of with adequate 
frankness and honesty, inside the Christian church. Teaching on 
this Course will be given by Peter Horrobin (Hon. Director of 
Ellel Grange) and other members of the Ellel Team. 

PROGRAMME: WHAT IS SEXUAL ABUSE?, CASE STUDIES, 
RECOGNISING SYMPTOMS OF SEXUAL ABUSE, CONSEQUENTIAL 
DAMAGE OF THE ABUSED, SEXUAL ABUSE WITHIN MARRIAGE. 

THE DEMONIC DIMENSION IN SEXUAL ABUSE, ERRORS IN 
MINISTRY TO BE AVOIDED, PERSONAL MINISTRY TO THE 
SEXUALLY ABUSED. REBUILDING THE SHATTERED LIFE 
Ellol Grange was established in 1966 as a training and ministry centre in Christian 
Healing and Counselling. The work is interdenominational in its foundation and 
practice. It is firmly based on the love of God, the saving and healing power of 
Jesus Christ, the work of the Holy Spirit and the teaching of scripture. 


BOOKING FORM (Please PRINT all details). 

Please reserve places on the 'MINISTERING TO THE 

SEXUALLY ABUSED’ ONE DAY TRAINING COURSE AT 
BRISTOL on SATURDAY 16th JUNE 1990. 

Q I enclose my full remittance of £15 per person (Please 
name other individuals on separate sheet). 


Name.. 


..Address.. 


Post Code.. 


. Tel. No. . 


Send to: Ellel Grange, Ellel, Lancaster, LA2 0HN 




WHAT ARE THEY? 

VOLUNTARY (mainly Church) schools were started long before Parlia- 
ment allowed any public money to be spent on education. County 
(schools) were created to fill the gaps between voluntary schools. 

AIDED schools retain much of the original independence of volun- 
tary schools. The sites and buildings are owned by Trustees. Church- 
appointed ‘foundation governors’ form a majority of the governing body, 
which unlike that of a County school is: financially responsible for im- 
provements and external maintenance in school buildings, for which 
it can reclaim 85% of agreed costs from the Department of Education 
and Science; in consultation with the head teacher, is responsible for 
Religious Education and acts of worship, and is the employer of teachers 
and most other staff. 

CONTROLLED school buildings are owned by Trustees. ‘Founda- 
tion governors’ form a minority of the governing body, which is respon- 
sible, in consultation with the head teacher, for the acts of worship. 
All costs of controlled schools are met by the Local Education Authori- 
ty, whose ‘Agreed Syllabus’ for Religious Education must be used. 


Winning a ‘Keep Berkshire Tidy’ award meant much more 
than picking up litter for the pupils of St Mary’s CE Con- 
trolled Primary School in Mortimer. Creating a hay meadow, 
building a pond, starting a school garden and planting trees 
involved all the areas of their curriculum including reflec- * 
ting about the natural world in their RE lessons. Their ef- 
forts won them the Premier Award (£500 and a telephone 
answering machine) which was presented to Miriam Morris 
and Nicholas Tucker on behalf of the schools by celebrity 
cockney singer, Joe Brown. 


See also School Notice Board on page three 


The 38 pupils of Wootton Woodstock CE Aided Primary 
School formed a link with Mok Taew school in Thailand and 
found that learning about Buddhist children and their self- 
sufficiency gardening made them more aware of their faith 
and what it means to be a Christian. It has also led them 
to market their garden produce in the Wootton village shop, 
and send the profits to Thailand for the purchase of seeds 
and petrol for a two-wheeled ‘iron buffalo’ tractor. 


The Diocesan Schools Department 

Director: The Revd Tony Williamson 
Senior Schools Officer: Mrs Freda Storrar 
Schools Officer: Mr Rowland Lobley 
Administrative Assistant: Mrs Barbara Harris 
Secretary: Mrs Sylvia Foster 

They are to be found at: South End, Forest Hill, Oxford OX9 1EQ. 
Telephone: 08677 4340. 


CHURCH SCHOOLS 

A quality c 


OVER the years I have often 
tried to explain to educationalists 
from places as distant as Tokyo 
and San Francisco just exactly 
how our education system 
works: for example, how 
Church schools are part of the 
maintained system, and how 
‘Church Controlled schools’ are 
less controlled by the Church 
than ‘Church Aided schools’. 

I have not often succeeded! 
Indeed no-one in their senses 
would have devised our educa- 
tional ‘system’ from scratch, for 
it is part of an historical legacy 
that we have inherited. 

Diocesan stake 

This Diocese has a con- 
siderable stake in education, for 
it contains 87 Church Aided 
schools and 197 controlled 
schools. This is both a privilege 
and a responsibility. In this short 
article I shall not be considering 
finance, or governing bodies, or 
buildings, although all of these 
have a considerable bearing on 
what I want to say. I want to 
stress the quality of learning in 
our Church schools, and this I 
believe to be the most important 
issue. 

While it js impossible to 


generalise '’about every single Ed 
school,. I can say that our I 
Church schools are in good sch 

heart. Let me explain what I anc 
mean. Over many years I in- tioi 
spected a great number of the 
schools (large, small, rural, ur- lea: 
ban, county and Church). It has poi 
been my opinion (borne out by tioi 
the research of Peter Mortimer me 
in his survey) that the ethos — ty f 
that intangible but nevertheless car 
identifiable quality — is of very sch 
high quality in Church schools. Ev< 
This is most certainly true of the the 
Church schools in this Diocese. or 
For example, certain heads of sigi 
our Church schools have recent- titu 
ly decided to come together to prii 
study this matter, with the aim the 
of enhancing the already high I 
quality of their schools’ ethos. pri> 

hav 

Spiritual dimension 

Within the curriculum, and the 

particularly in primary schools loc« 

which form the majority of our res] 

Church schools, there are op- gov 

portunities to foster the spiritual and 

dimension in almost every area of t 

of experience — the wonder of the 

the natural world in science, the 

beauty in music, craft and sch 

literature and, of course, ask 

through explicit Religious our 



The Bishop of Oxford, the Right Revd Richard Harries, planted a tr 
of St Edward’s Royal Free Ecumenical Middle School in Windsor 
by the Roman Catholic Bishop of Portsmouth, the Right Revd Cri 
is one of two Anglican/Roman Catholic Church Aided schools in the 
of very few joint schools in the country. 



Governors, parents, pupils and teachers at St Mary’s CE Aided Co 
Amersham are pictured collaborating in an environmental studies prc 
allotment next to the school. They planted beech and oak trees, mac 
planned further development and this joint exercise was inspired sch 
ing scope for further enrichment of the curriculum. In addition St X 
the tremendous sum of £748 for the 1990 Diocesan Children’s Gif 
Photo: Courtesy of the Bucks Examiner 



The Door, June 1990 


9 


of learning 


single Education. 

: our Every aspect of the life of the 
good school contributes in one way or 
/hat I another to the religious educa- 
I in- tion of the child. Because of this, 
ix of the attitudes engendered in the 
il, ur- learning process are of vital im- 
Ithas portance. The quality of rela- 
>ut by tionships, the care of every 
timer member of the school communi- 
10 s — ty from the youngest child to the 
heless caretaker, and those outside the 
fvery school too, are all important, 

tools. Every experience, whether in 

of the the classroom, the playground 
3cese. or in collective worship is 
ids of significant. Other people’s at- 
ecent- titudes and behaviour are the 
her to prime material for influencing 
e aim the child. 

r high I have already mentioned the 
ethos. privilege and responsibility of 
having these schools in our 
lion Diocese; it is everyone ’s respon- 
sibility who is concerned with 
i, and the Church. The support of the 
:hools local Church community, the 

of our responsibility of the foundation 

re op- governors in appointing staff 
>iritual and being involved with the life 
y area of the school, close contact with 

der of the local clergy are all vital to 
ience, the success of our Church 
t and schools. You will no doubt be 
)urse, asking: “But are the children in 
igious our Church schools being taught 



, planted a tree at the official opening 
1 in Windsor, last summer, watched 
»ht Revd Crispian Hollis. The school 
schools in the Oxford Diocese and one 



about Christianity and the 
spiritual dimension of life more 
effectively than they are in state 
schools?” While it would be 
dishonest to give a general rep- 
ly of “Yes”, it is true to say that 
no other schools have greater 
opportunities to do so with the 
help and support offered by their 
local communities. 

The Education Reform Act 
has devoted 57 column inches of 
print to Religious Education and 
30 column inches to the rest of 
the curriculum. These sections 
make clear what should be 
taught in county schools. In 
Church schools we are even 
more concerned, not only that 
Religious Education will be 
taught explicitly and effective- 
ly, but that the implicit teaching 
will so influence the ethos of the 
school that the whole quality of 
learning will be enhanced. 

High morale 

I am happy to say that there 
is real evidence of this in our 
schools. Last term the 
headteachers and chairmen of 
governors came together in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire and there was 
no evidence of the low morale 
which is widely reported in our 
educational press. 

The quality of our church 
schools is no accident, but it can 
only be maintained and improv- 
ed by the conscious support and 
interest of individual Church 
members and the parishes to 
which they belong. 

Rosemary Peacocke 
Mrs Rosemary Peacocke is 
chairman of the Diocesan 
Council of Education 
(Schools). From 1964-70 she 
was head of SS Philip and 
James CE Aided Infant School 
in Oxford, and from 1970-85 
an HMI. She was also a Staff 
Inspector for Primary Educa- 
tion between 1976 and 1985. 


How Diocese 


supports our 
Aided schools 


MOST Church schools receive 
wonderful support from their 
parish and community. For 
Aided schools this is vitally im- 
portant. While a local educa- 
tion authority is responsible 
for the buildings of County 
and Church Controlled 
schools, this does not apply to 
a Church Aided School whose 
governors have a legal and 
financial responsibility for im- 
provements and external 
repairs to their school. 

This principle has not been 
changed with the introduction 
of Local management of 
Schools. The new Education 
Act requires some respon- 
sibilities to be delegated to all 
school governors, but gives 


Science to make Orders (at the 
request of the Diocesan Educa- 
tion Committees) for the 
ownership of closed CE Aid- 
ed or controlled schools or 
their sale proceeds to be 
transferred to the Diocesan 
Trustees. 

The policy of the Diocesan 
Council of Education 
(Schools), which must be con- 
sulted on the use of these 
funds, is that capital should be 
invested and only investment 
income used to assist gover- 
nors of Aided Schools to meet 
their building responsibilities. 

Present investment income 
is £90,000 per year — only 
£1,000 per school. Com- 
mitments include a new school 


There are 27 CE Aided schools in Berkshire with 4,647 pupils; 23 
in Buckinghamshire with 3,561 pupils; and 37 in Oxfordshire with 
4,939 pupils — a total of 87 schools, with 13,147 pupils. 

There are 59 CE Controlled schools with 9,011 pupils in Berkshire, 
47 with 6,482 pupils in Buckinghamshire, and 91 with 11,382 pupils 
in Oxfordshire — a total of 197 with 26,875 pupils. 

These compare with 275 County schools with 87,996 pupils in 
Berkshire, 293 schools with 83,873 pupils in Buckinghamshire, and 
187 with 52,867 pupils in Oxfordshire. 


more freedom and therefore 
responsibility to Aided schools 
— especially in employment 
matters. 

The Diocese assists Aided 
school governors in three im- 
portant ways. Firstly, the 
Diocesan Schools Department 
offers advice on a wide range 
of matters to both Aided and 
Controlled schools. 

Secondly, the Diocesan 
Council of Education (Schools) 
runs a ‘Maintenance and In- 
surance 9 scheme, and reclaims 
85% of repair costs from the 
Department of Education and 
Science. It also liaises with 
governors and architects, local 
education authorities and the 
Department of Education and 
Science over school im- 
provements. 

Half the cost of this scheme 
comes from Diocesan Educa- 
tion Trust Funds and half is 
met by contributions from 
governors or Parochial 
Church Councils, and some 
from local trust funds. 

Thirdly, the 1944 Education 
Act made provision for the 
Department of Education and 


at Didcot and some major im- 1 
provements to existing schools. 
In addition 25 schools have 
recently submitted requests 
for urgently needed im- 
provements or extensions — eg 
primary classrooms without 
water (essential for young 
children’s learning) and 
schools with only one small 
room for head, secretary, 
staff, anyone sick and medical 
inspections (regulations state 
that there should be two or 
three rooms for these 
purposes). 

In view of these needs The 
Diocesan Council of Education 
(Schools) will continue to ap- 
ply for Closed School Orders. 
However, in all cases the 
Department of Education and 
Sciences publicly consults 
Trustees, Parish Councils and 
others interested before deci- 
sions are made. 

Tony Williamson 
The Revd Tony Williamson, is 
Diocesan Director of Educa- 
tion (Schools) and a former 
councillor and chairman of 
Oxfordshire County Council’s 
education committee. 



CE Aided Combined' School (5-12) in 
ital studies project to reclaim a derelict 
>ak trees, made ponds, laid paths and 
is inspired school worship besides giv- 
i addition St Mary’s School has raised 
Children’s Gift Service appeal. 


Four boys from Isis CE Controlled Middle 
School in Oxford are thrilled to have scooped 
the two top prizes in the speed and design 
categories of a competition to design solar- 
powered model buggies. (Left to right) Omar 
Sharif (11), Nick Stannard (12), Shahidul 
Islam (11) and Adrian Harrison (13) worked 


for more than six months to come up with their 
finished product, which was displayed at 
King’s College, London. Isis was the only mid- 
dle school among 25 upper schools and sixth 
form colleges to enter the competition organis- 
ed by the Solar Energy Society. 

Photo: Courtesy Oxford and County News- 
papers 
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MOVING TO THE WEST COUNTRY?' 
- WE CAN HELP 

Enquiries to: 

HILLVIEW, KINGSTON ST. MARY, 
TAUNTON, SOMERSET TA2 8HH 
TELEPHONE: (0823) 451541 


#7^ SUPPLIED 
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& PRINTED 

We specialise in supplying and screenprinting 
superior quality T-shirts and Sweatshirts. All 
children's and adult sizes in many colours. 
Cloth badges, plastic car stickers, hats, ties, 
etc also supplied. 

Fast service. Low minimum quantity. 
Contact us for brochure and price list .(no 
stamp required) 

MEROX T-SHIRTS, FREEPOST 
BOURNEMOUTH BH11 8BR 
Tel: (0202) 571210 (24 hours) 


A simple 3 minute Cholesterol test and advice on diet and 
other risk factors is now available at the 


FAMILY 

HEART 

ASSOCIA' 


P 

TION 


Telephone now for an appointment on 

(0865) 798969 

The Family Heart Association is a non-profit making charity. 
However, it costs £6.00 to provide each risk factor test and it is 
hoped that this amount will be donated. 

THE FAMILY HEART ASSOCIATION, 9 WEST WAY, B0TLEY, OXFORD 0X2 OBJ 
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UPHOLSTERY & 

CURTAIN CLEANERS 

INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC 

Oriental Rug Soecialist 
Carpet & fabric Full Protection Service 
Fire Retardant Service 
24 Hour Flood, Fire Emergency Service 
Acoustic Tile Cleaning 
Competitive Rates ★ Head Office 

HIGH WYCOMBE 0494 28516 

21 BRANDON ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS 




HERBS FOR 
YOUR ILLS 

WE SELL THE BOOK BY MARIA TREBEN. 
"HEALTH THROUGH GODS PHARMACY" 
AND WE SELL THE HERBS MENTIONED IN 
THE BOOK 


SWEDISH BITTERS 


and tonic to build you up and put you back on your feet — for 
the relief of aches and pains and for recovery from minor 
illnesses. 

Please telephone: 01-942 5668 

for price lists and order forms 
Or write to: Phoenix International Health Books and Herbs, 
Ashton House, 26 Kingston Road, New Malden, Surrey KT3 3LS 


GEOFFFEY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 

Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Bishopwood Road 

The Broadway, Thatcham Tadley 

Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


VALLEY 

WINDOWS 

Replacement 
Windows 
and 
Doors 

MONARCH ALUMINIUM 
MONOFRAME 
ALUMINIUM WITH HARDWOOD 
FRAMES 
DEEPLAS uPVC 

★ COMPLETE FITTING SERVICE ★ 

★ FREE QUOTATIONS ★ 

★ TRADE and DIY SPECIALISTS ★ 

Tel: (0844) 274467 

HOLLY TREE FARM 
LOWER ICKNIELD WAY 
GREAT KIMBLE, AYLESBURY 
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SOULDERN 

opens its gardens on Saturday, June 30 and Sunday, July 
1, from 1.30 to 6.00pm for the 10th successive year. 
Teas, plant stalls and pony rides. 

Admission £1.00, children free. 

Proceeds to local amenities and St Mary's Church. 

Take the A41 between Banbury and Bicester. 


‘Cheaters Delight’ 

Revolutionary new diet of the ’90s. 

As seen on TV. 

DO YOU NEED TO LOSE BETWEEN 8-29lbs IN THE 
NEXT 30 DAYS? 

DOCTOR RECOMMENDS. 

All natural, no hunger, exercise or calorie counting and still eat 
your favourite foods. 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Tel: Eileen (0594) 61352 

DELIVERY OR POSTAL SERVICE 


DESIGNER WEDDING 
DRESSES 


from £99 or hire 
from £40 

Complete Wedding Service Available and 
evening wear hire 

* 

Sterne 

12 BROOK DRIVE, SE11. TEL: 01-793 0062 



SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast , swimming pools, 
restaurant, supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance 
arranged. 

Also Mobile Home Sales Abroad. 

For details: 

TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
TEL: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 



J.P. REEVE, West Street, 
Chipping Norton, Oxon. 

Sales. Service. Parts. Hire - 
Tel: (0608) 642911 or 642536 


Garden, Estate 
and 

Professional Machinery 
from most ^ 
leading manufacturers 
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Most chainsaws, disc cutters and parts available 




Mrs Sue Tyser, with Hanney kneelers 


Graveside 

matters 

DEATH is a difficult subject, even for 
Christians, and we tend to avoid graveyards 
at night — fearing all things that go bump. 
But it hasn’t always been so, and once 
“God’s acre” was the scene of parish 
jollifications and feasting. 

Perhaps it is to dispel our worst 
graveyard fears that the new Oxford 
Diocesan Yearbook, 1990 (£4.00) includes 
a section on “The Care of the Churchyard” 
for the first time. Even more encouraging 
is the Holywell Cemetery Open Day ar- 
ranged by the Friends of Holywell 
Cemetery in Oxford for June 17 
(2pm-6pm, though you can get in from 
noon onwards). To celebrate the close con- 
nection with nearby St Cross Church and 
with Lord Peter Wimsey, the day will start 
and finish with bell ringing by the Oxford 
Society of Change Ringers. There will also 
be graveside madrigal singing, and you can 
take your pick of three cemetery tours — 
“Famous Characters”, “Historical and 
Architectural” and “Wildlife”. 

For those who enjoy a little spine tingl- 
ing, there will be readings of extracts from 
some of Dorothy L. Sayers’ thrillers, but 
all will end cosily with tea in St Cross 
Church to an organ accompaniment. For 
“Who’s Who” spotters, it’s worth men- 
tioning that buried in Holywell Cemetery 
are Kenneth Grahame of Wind in the 
Willow s fame, Walter Pater, and Austin 
Farrer, the distinguished theologian and 
scholar whose tombstone bears the simple . 
inscription “Austin Farrer, Priest”. Col- 
lectors of less modest epitaphs should refer 
to Epitaphs from Oxfordshire collected by 
Patricia Utechin (Robert Dugdale in 
association with the Friends of Oxfordshire 
Churches). It will be out in paperback later 
this year, and includes a rather chilling 
message from a former Rector of St 
Peter’s, Drayton near Banbury: 

Lo here your late Unworthy Rector lies 
Who tho He ’s Dead loud as He can still Cries 
Repent, when Stones Crie out tis time to Mend 
and Wisely Ponder on your later End. 

It’s enough to put you off graveyards for 
life! 

On their 
knees! 


motifs such as the Dove of Peace and the 
. Ark, to shire horses, the village green, but- 
terflies and even a running shoe. The 
multi-coloured designs are on a plain blue 
background with a blue border — from the 
arms of St James. 

“The designs represent a complete cross 
section of village life at the end of the 20th 
century, and the whole project has prov- 
ed . hugely enjoyable and has brought 
together all sorts of people with differing 
ideas and outlooks,” said the project’s 
organiser, Mrs Sue Tyser. 

Blooming 

brides 

Two brides-to-be in Newport Pagnell 
have received an unexpected present from 
the flower arrangers of SS Peter and Paul’s 
Church. Their weddings, booked months 
ago for June 30, coincide with the open- 
ing day of the church’s nine day flower 
festival in aid of the restoration fund. 

Described by Pepys as “cathedral-like” 
it will be filled with thousands of blooms 
on the theme of Newport Pagnell, and there 
will also be a full programme of events 
with a Gardeners’ Question Time, after- 
noon and evening concerts and an exhibi- 
tion of Christening robes. More flower 
festivals in “What’s on” on page 16. 

Actor in 


known for his one man dramatisation of 
The Gospel according to St Mark and for 
his Christmas story musical “Happy Bir- 
thday Whatsisname”. 

In Liverpool he was used extensively in 
the Diocese, where he gave Bible reading 
seminars, appeared at The Bishop’s Con- 
ference for Laity at Swanwick and work- 
ed with the Mother’s Union. “I would now 
like to be put to work in the Oxford 
Diocese,” he says, and would welcome en- 
quiries. (Telephone 0753 21004). 

The People’s 
Saint 

Did you know that there was a connec- 
tion between the Jack-in-the Box and a 
Buckinghamshire vicar? The village of 
North Marston is marking the 700th an- 
niversary of the arrival of John Schorne in 
their midst with a week long celebration 
(June 16 - 24). 

Besides being their vicar he was also a 
man of prayer, a healer and miracle worker 
while his habit of “catching the devil in a 
boot” is almost certainly how the famous 
toy originated. Once, in the middle of a 
long drought, he strode down the hill from 
the church and struck the ground, and the 
spring which instantly gushed forth has 
never failed since. Though he was never 
canonised, he was known as “the People’s 
Saint”, and his tomb drew almost as many 
pilgrims as Walsingham or Canterbury 
before Edward IV moved it to Windsor. 


Rushing on to more cheerful matters — 
they have been sewing hard in West Han- 
ney near Wantage. A small army of 
women, and some men, from 22 village 
organisations have just completed 153 
kneelers for St James Church which were 
blessed by the Bishop of Reading, the Rt 
Revd John Bone during a Parish Com- 
munion Service on April 22. 

In all, the Hanney kneelers, complete 
with the 17ft altar kneeler and three other 
pieces of tapestry, took two years to com- 
plete and involved some 150 people. The 
scenes depicted vary from traditional 


our midst 

Christmas viewed from a flower festival 
may seem very far away. However, John 
Slater already has it very much in mind. 
A Christian actor, he has recently moved 
from Liverpool into this Diocese where his 
wife, Sue has joined the Upton-Cum- 
Chalvey Ministry Team near Slough. 

For fifteen years he has Worked not on- 
ly in television and theatre, but also in chur- 
ches and even as a circus clown. He also 
writes plays and musicals, but is best 


DOORSTOP 

Winkfield Festival of fun and fellowship 
(June 14 - 16) starts with strawberries, 
champagne, jazz and church bells, and ends 
with “a resounding act of worship”. The 
highlight of it must be a rather unusual hap- 
pening on Sunday afternoon which repeats 
an event of 50 years ago. Then, some 
evacuees from Croydon Girls School 
“danced a set or two around the 
Maypole”, and some of them are return- 
ing for the festival to do it again. With or 
without gas masks one wonders?. 


OXFORDSHIRE 
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TRADE - DOMESTIC - INDUSTRIAL 
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Enquiries welcomed 

TEL: (029587) 8187 NOW 

For your free, no obligation quotation 

10yr guarantee on our high performance systems 



NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 


C.P.E. 

Introducing the methods of 
Clinical Pastoral Education 

Learning through 
Experience 

• 10th- 14th September, 1990 

For information apply ^ 
The Director 
DAMASCUS HOUSE 
The Ridgeway, Mill Hill 
London NW7 1HH 

081 959-8971/906-1666 


Society of Retreat 
Conductors 

STACKLANDS RETREAT HOUSE, 
SCHOOL LANE, 

WEST KINGSDOWN, 

NEAR SEVENOAKS 
KENT TN15 6AN 

047-485 2247 (shortly 0474-852247) 

Stacklands, the Home of the Society of 
Retreat Conductors, is an Anglican Centre 
for Study and the Giving of Retreats based 
on the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius 
Leyola. 

They are open to anyone who is searching 
to Know, Love and Serve God ... 

But be prepared for some rigorous 
spiritual exercises and serious self- 
examinations. 

APPLY TO THE ADMINISTRATOR 














PLEASE pray for the men 
and women featured on 
this page who are being or- 
dained deacons on Sunday, 
July 1 at 10.30 am. 

The following will be ordain- 
ed by the Right Revd Simon 
Burrows, Bishop of Buck- 
ingham at All Saints’ , High 
Wycombe (the preacher will be 
the Revd Paul Bayes, and can- 
didates will be presented to the 
Bishop by the Archdeacon of 
Buckingham): 

Mary Carney (Carterton); 
James Gardom (Witney); 
Simon Grigg (Cowley); Joan 
Hicks (Wendover); Francis 
Mason (Denham); Ian Tattum 
( Beaconsfield); Jolyon Trickey 
(Chesham ' Bois); Simon 
Weeden (Great Chesham). 

The following will be ordain- 
ed by the Right Revd John 
Bone, Bishop of Reading, at St 
Andrew’s, Priestwood, 
Bracknell (the preacher will be 
Canon Peter Downham, Vicar 
of Greyfriars, Reading, and 
the candidates will be 
presented by the Archdeacon 
of Berkshire): 

Geoffrey Borrowdale (St 
Michael’s, Tilehurst); David 
Bryan (Christ Church, Ab- 
ingdon); Pamela Burdon (St 
John’s, Reading); Hugh Ellis , 
(St John’s, Reading); Michael 
Heidt (St Luke’s, Reading); 
John Howard (Bracknell); 
Joan Wakeling (California). 

In brackets are the names of 
the parishes where candidates 
will serve their title . 



A burden shared 


AFTER her ordination on July 1, Pam Bur- 
don will become the first deacon in the Oxford 
Diocese to be her husband’s full-time curate. 

Born in Reading, she left to study German 
at Exeter University before qualifying as a 
teacher. She married Tony who is now Vicar 
of St John’s, Reading, a growing church jn an 
area with many ethnic minority groups. 

With him, she has experienced ministry in 


a wide range of parish situations mainly in the 
Oxford Diocese. The couple have four children 
Rosalind (17), Jonathan (15), Timothy (10), 
and Christopher (8), and Pam admits that her 
two years at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, have been 
very demanding. “But it’s something we took 
on as a family, and the children have all been 
very supportive and so too has our church 
family,’’ she says. 



Mary Carney 


MARY came originally from 
the mountains of Snowdonia. 
She trained as a maths teacher, 
and has taught in comprehensive 
schools and in a technical 
college. 

Her work took her away from 
Wales to work in Yorkshire, 
London, Bristol and Solihull. 
She has spent the last seven 
years in Oxford. Mary has three 
grown-up children all in full- 
time education. She is looking 
forward very much to serving as 
a curate in Carterton. 


Ian Tattum 

LAN grew up in Bletchley in this 
Diocese. He went on to take a 
degree in History and Classical 
Studies at the Polytechnic of North 
London, before working for the 
Meat and Livestock Commission 
in Bletchley. 

Next he spent time at the 
Southwark Diocesan Retreat 
House and the Lambeth Caring 
Houses Trust, a charity working 
for the mentally ill. He also took 
a course in Religious Studies at 
Lancaster University, before spen- 
ding three years at Westcott House 
Theological College in Cambridge. 


Services to be held at 
High Wycombe and 
Bracknell 
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Geoffrey 

Borrowdale 

GEOFFREY is 28, and has spent 
much of his life in the Diocese and 
is to serve his title at Tilehurst near 
Reading. 

He read Mathematics at 
Southampton University, and then 
worked for the Ministry of Defence 
as a computer programmer before 
considering ordination and attending 
an ACCM selection conference in 
1984. He was recommended to 
undertake the Aston Training 
Scheme, and after completing that 
in 1987 he spent three years at 
Chichester Theological College. 



Joan Hicks 

JOAN is a Yorkshire lass who 
grew up in Ilkley in West 
Yorkshire, before leaving the 
north to study for a degree in 
Education at Homerton College, 
Cambridge. 

After four years there, she was 
invited to work as a volunteer for 
the Taize community in France 
where she spent 18 months before 
beginning her teaching career in 
Suffolk. During that time she was 
recommended for training for or- 
dination, and returned to Cam- 
bridge to study at Westcott House. 



Jolyon Trickey 

JOLYON was called to the Bar 
in 1980. Now, 10 years, later he 
says he is being ordained to a 
“higher calling”. 

Brought up in Cheltenham, he 
studied in Cambridge before 
moving to London. There, 
through his local church, he met 
and married Frances, an English 
teacher and they now have two 
small children, Joshua (3) and 
Abigail (1). His ambitions are to 
write and preach effectively, and 
if time permits to cultivate an 
allotment and play golf. 



David Bryan 


DAVID hails from a village in 
North Lincolnshire. While 
reading Chemistry at Liverpool 
University he says his faith in 
Jesus “sparked into life” and he 
felt his vocation lay in Christian 
service. That calling was first 
expressed as the pastor of a free 
evangelical church. After 
reading Theology at Hull he did 
a doctorate in Old Testament 
Studies before joining the Ox- 
ford Ministry course. He is mar- 
ried to Wendy and they have 
two children. 



James Gardom 

JAMES met his wife Judith 
when they were both reading 
Theology and Philosophy at 
University. 

Having gone out to Zimbabwe 
as teachers, they married there 
and now have a small daughter, 
Clare. After working for the 
Health Service in Oxford, James 
went to Ripon College, Cud- 
desdon to train for the ministry. 
He is looking forward very 
much to moving to Witney with 
his family to join the team at St 
Mary’s. 



John Howard 

JOHN was born in South London 
but has spent most of his life in 
High Wycombe and Reading. 

Between 1977 and 1987 he held 
various jobs in the building sup- 
plies and industrial buying Helds. 
He completed the Aston Training 
Scheme course before beginning 
full-time training at Lincoln 
Theological College. His main in- 
terests are art, American regional 
literature, and the history of the 
Roman Empire. He is also a 
“devout believer in walking”. 



Joan Wakeling 

JOAN was ordained a deaconess in 
Southwark in 1979, and before that 
she was on the senior pastoral staff 
of comprehensive schools where she 
also taught Biological Sciences, P.E. 
and Religious Education. 

She has been on the General 
Synod since 1980, and is also a 
member of both Southwark and Ox- 
ford Bishop’s Councils and the 
Hospital Chaplaincies Council, 
besides being chairman of Wok- 
ingham Council of Churches. She is 
married to Hugh, a priest who was 
orginally stipendiary but now both 
are N.S.Ms. They have two sons. 



Simon Grigg 

SIMON was born in Bristol and 
grew up in Southampton. He 
studied an MA in Drama at War- 
wick University, before becoming 
a Lecturer in Theatre Studies at 
Middlesex Polytechnic and a 
freelance theatre director. 

He trained for the Ministry at 
Chichester Theological College, 
where he was elected College 
Social and Mission Secretary and 
directed the College Passion Play, 
performed in the streets of 
Chichester. Cowley, where he will 
service his title, can expect some 
spectacular nativity plays! 



Michael Heidt 

MICHAEL was educated at 
Canterbury and Cheltenham, 
and afterwards read Theology at 
King’s College, London. 

On graduation he served in the 
army for six months as a poten- 
tial officer, before leaving to live 
and work in London. In 1988 he 
married Davinia Spencer- 
Vaughan, and they both went to 
St Stephen’s house, Oxford. On 
being ordained, Michael will 
serve in the parish of SS Luke 
and Bartholomew in Reading. 



Francis Mason 

FRANCIS is completing a three 
year BA course at Trinity College, 
Bristol, where his particular in- 
terests have been philosophy, 
ethics, pastoral studies and, when 
possible, cricket. 

Before that he worked with an 
Oxford-based instrument com- 
pany concerned with pollution 
monitoring. He has been married 
to Sian for 12 years, and they have 
three children. “The opening 
partnership” will be under the 
wing of Adrian Hirst (another 
cricketer) in Denham, Buck- 
inghamshire. 



Hugh Ellis 

HUGH met his wife Jenny 12 
years ago, when he was a stu- 
dent at RAF Cranwell and she 
was training to be a teacher at 
Lincoln. 

Since getting married he has 
been a navigator on the maritime 
Nimrod aircraft at RAF Kinloss 
in Morayshire, before com- 
pleting his service career as a 
Flight Commander in the 
Department of Initial Officer 
Training at Cranwell. He train- 
ed for ordination at Ridley Hall, 
Cambridge. 



Simon Weeden 

SIMON is 34 and was born in Der- 
byshire. After leaving University 
he was a Whitehall civil servant 
for nine years before moving with 
his family to Oxford to train for 
the ordained ministry at Wycliffe 
Hall. 

He is married to Judith and they 
have two small sons, Andrew and 
Jonathan. Before going to 
theological college, the couple wor- 
shipped at Christ Church, Holmer 
Green, just a few miles from Em- 
manuel Church, Great Chesham 
where Simon will serve his curacy. 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 
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&. Emergency Mother* E>t.l9S9 

Employment Bureau 


THE NATIONWIDE 
CARING SERVICE 

Special care for your elderly relatives 
whether they arc sick, infirm or just 
lonely. 

Temporary help for your family during 
illness, confinement or holiday periods. 
Telephone for more information 

0455 558858 

23a Church Street, Lutterworth 
Leicestershire LEI 7 4AE 
FRES Member 
24 Hour Answering Service 
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Caring is our aim 


TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEDICAL & 

CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY, 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 


Fully trained staff in attendance day 
and night. 

Central heating, good food, H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or dou- 
ble rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 

Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN. SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 62530 



Let us help you to 
find the right nurising 
or retirement home. 


GATEWAY 

BUREAU 



GUILDFORD 234192 



Friendly 

Caring 

Service. 

Advice 

Given. 



Residential Care 
Home 

Weston-Super-Mare 

Registered for 
9 elderly residents 

All in single rooms, each with own colour TV. Lounge. 
Garden. 24-hour care. Good home cooking. Local clergy 
visit regularly. Long or short stay. Non-smokers only. 
Please write or phone: 

Mr and Mrs Chandler 
0934 621072 
32 Trewartha Park 
Weston-Super-Mare BS23 2RT 


Crown Residential 
Nursing Homes Limited 

Welcomes enquiries for long and short-term stays at: 

CASSINGTON 

24-hour nursing care in this purpose built home with a 
comfortable and warm environment. 

Modern facilities provided, all rooms with en-suite 
arrangements. 

For more information, please telephone: 

Sister Richards at the Home 

(0865) 881440 


TUDOR LODGE 

EYNSHAM ROAD, OXFORD 

Private home care for the elderly, 24-hour 
care in homely atmosphere, assuring of 
our personal attention. All residents 
welcome. For further information: 

TELPHONE: 0685-863807 
. Mr and Mrs Gonzalez 


CSCT 


CERTIFICATE IN COUNSELLING (AEB) 
Professional Training in Counselling 
Students may be currently counselling, or using the 
skills, new to the subject or exploring an interest. Two 
courses are available- 1 based on theory & the other on 
skills. Completion of both comprises the COMBINED 
CERTIFICATE IN COUNSELLING (AEB) the entry 
requirement for the DIPLOMA (AEB) programme. 
OCTOBER 1990 - JULY 1991 
1 evening a week in Oxford 
The Centre for the Advancement of Counselling 
CAC Externally validated & nationally recognised CAC 

For further information: Registrar, Centre House, 

56b Hale Lane, London NW7 3 PR. 

081-906 4833 (24 hrs) | 


MEDICAR 


A professional transport service with nurse 
escort for the elderly, infirm or less able. 

For a personal , caring service contact 

Mr T. SMITH EN(G) 

RCN and UKCC MEMBER 

TEL: EDGE HILL (0295) 87-702 

24 HOUR ANSWERPHONE 



Rose 
Woods 

Mrs Knight is 
delighted to 
announce the 
opening of 

ROSE WOODS 

Private Residential Home 
Boars Hill, Oxford. 

A small informal family home for the elderly, with 
all rooms on the ground floor. 

The personal care offered is second to hone. 

The home enjoys a lovely garden with beautiful 
countryside views. 

For more information please do not hesitate to 
contact us: 

Telephone: Oxford 
(0865) 735414 


RECENTLY OPENED 



STQEATLEY HILLS HOUSE 


Registered Rest Home 

This small Rest Home is owned and personally run by Mrs Angela Hall RGN, and Miss Sue Paterson RGN. Their aim is to 
create an atmosphere of warmth and friendliness where residents are afforded maximum privacy with minimum restrictions. 

The house is set within IV 2 acres of garden with beautiful views of the surrounding countryside from the ten single bedrooms, 
three of which have ensuite facilities. There are television points in all rooms and telephone points are included for the installation 

of private phones if required. There is a lift to the first floor. 

The drawing room and dining room both have lovely open fireplaces which give a lovely welcoming feeling. 

Meals, which are served in the dining room and the residents’ own rooms, offer excellent home-cooking with every effort to 
meet personal preferences as well as special diets. There is a 24-hour nurse call system in operation throughout the house and 

a trained nurse available at all times. 

Streatley Hills House also provides residents’ personal laundry service and hairdressing, chiropody and daily papers as requested. 

The Proprietress will be happy to visit prospective residents in their own homes to discuss, in confidence, personal requirements 

and to arrange for them to visit Streatley Hills House. 

For further information and brochure please telephone Goring (0491) 875020 or write to Streatley Hills House, 

Reading Road, Streatley, Berks RG8 9NB. 

STREATLEY HILLS HOUSE 
READING ROAD, STREATLEY RG8 9NB 

TELEPHONE: (0491) 875020 
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One World initiative 


THE Vicar of Bolton, Canon 
Christopher Hall (pictured right) is com- 
ing to the Oxford Diocese to take up a 
newly-created post involved in pro- 
moting issues of world peace, poverty 
relief and the environment. 

His new position as co-ordinator of 
Christian Concern for One World is an 
ecumenical appointment, and he will be 
based in Deddington, starting work on 
September 1. 

Christopher Hall grew up in Lewknor, 
near Thame, and went to the Dragon 
School and to Trinity College where he 
became Co-President of the Oxford Stu- 
dent Christian Movement. Since his 
marriage and ordination he has 
ministered in parishes in North Derby- 
shire in Smethwick and in Bolton, 
besides being Adult Education Officer 
and World Development Officer in the 
Manchester Diocese. 

In 1955 he saw a woman embroider- 
ing the corners of Irish linen handker- 
chiefs for 2/6 (13p) a dozen in a shanty 
town in Hong Kong. That seemed to him 


to symbolise the need, and the reasons 
for poverty on the world scene, and 
sowed the seed for a Christian concern 
for one world. 

Since then, in Sheffield, Birmingham 
and Manchester, he has worked with 
other Christians for Christian Aid and 
is a member of its Asia/Pacific Commit- 
tee. Last year the Christian Traidshop 
he started turned over £39,000 41 ‘ putting 
people before profit”. 

Christian Concern for One World 
(CCOW) is an ecumenical body whose 
aim is to raise the level of awareness 
about world development issues among 
Christians within the counties of 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Ox- 
fordshire. Its origin lies in the one-per- 
cent resolution passed by the Oxford 
Diocesan Synod in 1986. As its first full- 
time co-ordinator Canon Hall looks for- 
ward to supporting and encouraging the 
work of those already involved with 
Christian Aid, One World Week, 
Justice and Peace and World Develop- 
ment Groups across the three counties. 



Getting 

started 

GETTING started on housing 


They’re Heaven-fired 


BRIEFS 


YOUNG DOOR 


Why let devil have 
all the best tunes? 


and homelessness is a new infor- 
mation guide for churches in the 
Oxford Diocese. The leaflet is 
published by the Diocesan 
Board for Social Responsibility, 
and includes useful advice, in- 
formation and contacts for chur- 
ches wanting to tackle the 
problems of urban and rural 
homelessness. 

Did you know for instance 
that the Mothers’ Union are 
coordinating the Lodgers 
scheme here, which organises 
lodgings for employed young 
people, or that churches in 
Slough are involved in setting up 
a rent seed fund which allows 
homeless people to borrow 
money for a deposit on accom- 
modation? Copies available 
from Diocesan Church House. 


THE year 1990 is a special one 
for Medmenham, in Buck- i 
inghamshire. According to their 
records the village has had a 
Vicar (or Rector) since 1190, 
and a pub. The Dog and Badger, 
since 1390. 

At a meeting which included 
a representative from Whit- 
breads Brewery, it was decided 
to make it a double celebration. 
So the Bishop of Oxford’s visit 
for a service of thanksgiving on 
Sunday, June 24 will mark the 
beginning of a week of events 
starting with a Medmenham 
gardens open day that same 
afternoon, a flower festival, and 
a Medmenham Historial Walk 
(July 1, 3pm). There will also 
be a gala evening at the Dog and 
Badger. 

During his visit the Bishop 
will open: “The Making of 


Medmenham”, exhibition 
where it is hoped to display 
some original letters and 
documents used by the 18th cen- 
tury Hell-Fire Club who met in- 
the old Cistercian Abbey in 
Medmenham. Sir Francis 
Dash wood, a descendant of the 
Club’s founder will also attend 
the service. Enquiries about 
Medmenham 800 to Jennifer 
Beresford on 0401 571216. 

Tutu speaks 

THE diary of special events for 
the University Church of St 
Mary the Virgin, Oxford is a 
particularly interesting one this 
term. 

Speakers will include Arch- 
bishop Desmond Tutu, talking 
about “The Role of the Church 
in a new South Africa’’ (June 
21, 10am). 


THE Friends of Dorchester Ab- 
bey are organising an Open Day 
at the Abbey on Sunday, July 1, 
to encourage more people to 
become Friends and to help 
people throughout the Oxford 
Diocese to know more about 
their ancient “mother church’’. 

“Dorchester is a village only 
of a thousand people,” explain- 
ed the Rector, the Revd John 
Crowe. “The Abbey is a village 
church — and yet it is used like 
a cathedral on a number of 
occasions each year. 

On July 1 — from 2.30pm on- 
wards there will be guided tours 
of the Abbey, visits to the ring- 
ing chamber and bells, organ 
recitals — and teas. The day will 
finish with 6pm Choral 
Evensong. 

More details from the Revd 
John Crowe on (0865) 340007. 


ROCK music has been with us, 
in one form or another, ever 
since Bill Haley shocked an 
earlier generation in 1957. 
Many from that era can just 
about stand Kylie Minogue on 
their record decks, but how 
many would buy a heavy metal 
album? 

Heavy metal, a very hard 
form of rock music, has been 
linked with drugs, suicides and 
satanic rituals. With this image 
it is not surprising if heavy metal 
is denounced as evil and 
dangerous, not something for 
Christians to listen to or get in- 
volved with in any way. 

Now, if you are sitting at 
home thinking, “O.K. So I’ll 
never buy a heavy metal 
album”, then sit up and pay 
close attention. Many Christian 
musicians, realising the evil 
associated with this increasingly 
popular form of music, are not 
turning away but doing the ex- 
act opposite. 

Christian metal bands (known 
as “White Metal’) play to 


secular audiences, and are in the 
front line of evangelism. They 
are quite literally engaged in a 
spiritual battle— 

“So many rockers are missing 
the boat, 

Too bad they can't walk on 
water, 

Making music for the prince of 
the dark, 

And turning their back on the 
Father... ” 

One Bad Pig, “Smash the 
Guitar”. 

Where do you stand? Turning 
your head and hoping the pro- 
blem will go away? White metal 
bands need your support now 
more than ever to keep up the 
attack. As the Altar Boys wrote 
in the liner notes to “Gut Level 
Music”: “You reap what you 
sow. That’s guaranteed”. 

Alister Jones 

Alister Jones is a 19-year-old 
machine operator from Henley. 
In October he will be starting an 
engineering degree course at 
Bristol. 


Media-wise Christians 

MY wife won’t miss “Neighbours”. A friend’s children won’t miss 
“Home and Away”. And I’m addicted to “Yes Minister”. Con- 
sumers all of us — and not ashamed of it. 

But are we also consumer victims oppressed by the capitalist 
media? Are children corrupted by sex and violence on the box? 
Does television pollute social and group values and is it destroying 
society? Perhaps even more important, is there a Christian perspec- 
tive to the media? As Christians, can we influence both what is 
fed to us through the media and how it is portrayed? Are we always 
as powerless as we seem in challenging media assumptions? 

The Jerusalem Trust has sponsored a Media Awareness Project. 
As part of this programme, we are inviting Christians to think 
through some of these issues at a Clergy Media Day on June 19. 
Cindy Kent, MAP trainer, David Winter, the former Head of 
Religious Broadcasting for the BBC, and I will be meeting in 
Drayton Village Hall to raise issues and stimulate discussion. The 
chairman will be the Bishop of Oxford. Why not come along? 

Richard Thomas , Diocesan Communications Officer 


GRAVE TIDYING SERVICES 

A personal service by caring and 
mature persons 

Fresh flowers supplied at reasonable 
rates if required 

For further details, please telephone: 

BANBURY 253008 
Mrs M. Kaye, 3 Denchfield Road, 
Banbury, Oxon OX16 9EB 


GUTTER-RING 

(BANBURY 2556S2) 

PROP. Mr D. WEBSTER 


3 bedroomed semi from £ 1 90 
per house back and front 
including downpipes 

f Complete replacement gutters, 
choice of 4 colours in stock ) 

So now's the chance to change that 
old cast iron, asbestos, tin. 

Also due to demand general property 
maintenance undertaken 
All work is guaranteed. 

DON'T DELAY - BOOK TODAY 
BANBURY 255652 



NAYTH0N 

NATURAL STONE 
Always in stock 

A speciality: Yorkshire flags and Yorkshire crazy 
paving, Welsh flags and walling stones. Rocks: 
Purbeck, Forest of Dean, Mendip, Westmorland 
and others. Cobbles, Flints, Sandstones, 
Runfold, Sand Sharp, Sand Ballast, Single (all 
sizes). Clean Limestones, Scalpings, Rock Fill, 
Hoggin, Sand Fill, Blinding Sands, Top Soil, 
(screened), Mulch Manure and also Mushroom 
Compost available 

NOW! 

ANY AMOUNT DELIVERED 
OR COLLECTED 
For further details call: 

(0836) 580584 or Reading 
(0734) 427480 after 6pm 


RATCHFORD 
TAYLOR. AT 

Hand Crafted Sofas, Chairs and Curtains 



Traditional handcrafted sofas , chairs and bed sofas using 
high quality materials 

Curtains, Loose covers. Bed heads. Re-upholstery 
A complete soft furnishing service 
BRACKLEY 


js 
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SHOWROOM \ 
WESTBURY r ^A\ 1 


TO 

NORTHAMPTON 


^ ’W Wan 

OPEN DAY 

AUGUST 11 

discover the hho f 

the hojy ffr\4 the fr/y 
of Si bit translation 
and literacy . 

WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATORS 
Horsleys Green, High Wycombe. 

Bucks HP14 3XL, 0494 482521 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION^** 
Quality and Reliability at 
Reasonable prices 

'COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340403 



CRAFTS 


individually hand crafted candles 

Can now offer from their workshop 9 
premises an extensive range of craft 
kits , Dryad , Reeves , D.M.C., Glass 
Engraving , Quilling , Gemstone Trees and 
Pictures. 

★ WE NOW STOCK POT POURRI ★ 

And also locally made crafts, e.g. leather. 
Angora raw fibre, soft toys, wood turning 
and 12th scale doll's house furniture, metal 
cast chess sets, painting, embroidery and 
many more. 

Opening hours: 

Tuesday-Saturday 9am-4pm 

TRADE AND RETAIL ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

PLAYING FIELD ROAD, WESTBURY 
BRACKLEY, N0RTHANTS. 

Telephone: 0280 705353 



BY PASS 

OXFORD 

1 TO BUCKINGHAM 

Phone or call The Playing Fields, Brackley Road, Westbury , 

Nr Brackley, Northants (0280) 702575 
^^^^^^n^^jm^Monda^jmjFrida^^Oanr^piT^tetui^^^ 


A.W. YATES 

STONEMASONS 

Natural stone and marble 
restoration masons 

Suppliers and Carvers of stone 
for all restoration projects 
including new developments. 

Full technical and planning services 
by skilled personel. 

Fireplace designers and suppliers 

OFFICE AND SHOWROOM: 

Unit S2, Rectory Lane Trading Estate 
Kingston Bagpuize, Near Abingdon, 
Oxon 

Tel: 0865 821341 
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Telephone: (0865) 880505 
The complete advertisement guide 


Little Marlow 
Parish Church, Bucks. 

FLOWER 

FESTIVAL 

Friday 22nd June 2pm until 
Sunday 24th June 6pm 
Historical Exhibition, Teas 


Church Union — Oxford Branch 

NEWMAN AT LITTLEMORE 

Annual General Meeting 
Monday, 18 June 1990 at 7pm 
St Mary the Virgin and St Nicholas' 
Church littlemore 

Followed by: 

Evensong and Sermon 7.15pm 

Picnic Supper 8pm 

Benediction 8.45pm 

Preacher: Dr Geoffrey Rowell 
Chaplin of Keble College 
Bring Picnic Supper - Drinks available 


Flower Festival 
Fairy Stories 

Saturday June 23rd 
10am - 6pm 
Sunday 11.30am-6pm 
St Andrew's Church 
Sandford on Thames 
Oxford 


ADVERTISE IN THE DOOR - Tell 
210.000 readers in Buckinghamshire.* 
Berkshire and Oxfordshire. Tel: Oxford 
880505, Ext. 2140. 

LET A CLASSIFIED advertisement 
work for you ... Tell 210.000 readers in 
three counties. ONLY £4.50 plus VAT 
for three lines. Tel: Oxford 880505, Ext. 
2140. 

FREE BEDSITTING ROOM for 

female non-smoker (50-60). Own cook- 
ing. no house work in exchange for 
share-driving and personal help. Re- 
quired by retired lady. Reply Box No 
9781. 




CONFERENCE 

1st-3rd August 

Venue — St Peter's- 
St Andrew's Church, 
Thurso, Caithness 

Main speaker — 

Mr David Smith of 
St Michael Le Belfry, York 
Theme — Building his church 

For further details 
Tel: 0847 65561 


FRMSAM 

Caulcott 

Custom made traditional 
quality joinery and 
furniture/fitted units, 
conservatories, stairs, 
windows etc. 

Telephone: 
Mr Sutton 
on 

Middleton 
Stoney 
(086989) 342 

Est 1974 





KITCHENS 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW KITCHEN? 

If so answer these questions: 

HOW MUCH DOES A ‘FREE OVEN’ 
COST? HOW MUCH DOES A 
SALESMAN EARN? 

My name is PAUL COOLEY and I'm a kitchen fitter. I don't 
give away FREE OVENS' etc and I don't employ 
salesmen. But I can call, plan and design your kitchen, 
then personally install it for you — including all plumbing 
and electrics. 

/ WILL PROBABLY SAVE YOU £££ s 
PHONE ME NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE ON: 
(0628) 819080 


YOU COULD USE THIS SPACE to 
earn extra cash ... sell unwanted items, 
advertise your services. Tell 210,000 

readers each month for only £4.50 pius 
v a i tor Junes, l eiepnone: uiyn uavies 
on Oxford 880505. 


“Towers and Steeples 

Special interest weekend 
breaks discovering some of 
the most beautiful and 
fascinating village churches in 
rural Lincolnshire. 
20th-22nd July 
5th-7th October 
£87.50 

Price includes 2 nights D, 
B&B in a 3* hotel and guided 
tours. 

Contact: Lorraine McGrath, 
Tourism Officer, North 
Kesteven District Council, 81 
Eastgate, Sleaford, 
Lincolnshire NG34 7EA 
Tel: (0529) 414155 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE DOOR 

Telephone Oxford 

(0865) 880505 

9Nd speak to 
Jeanne or Glyn 


SELL your unwanted items through The 
DOOR Classified section. Telephone: 
Oxford 880505. 


The Holy Trinity Church 
Lane End 

South Chiltern Group 

FLOWER FESTIVAL 

Sat July 7 - Sun July 8 
Church Open: 

Saturday 10am-6pm 
Sunday 10am-6pm 

Sunday 8th, followed by Festive 
Evensong, Preacher Canon John 
Westagate Rural Dean. 

Refreshments will be provided. Small 
Victorian Church situated 5 miles from High 
Wycombe. Stokenchurch. Marlow and 
Henley. 







We exist to help 
you share your faith 
in the community 

MISSION FOR CHRIST 
RURAL EVANGELISM 
9 White Rock Road, Hastings TN34 1LE 
Telephone: (0424) 422597 . 


TERRY'S CROSS 

Home for retired 
Clergy end Clergy 
widows 

Unfurnished bedsitting rooms 
with full board. 

NOW AVAILABLE at: 
Terry's Cross 
Clergy Retirement Home 
Henfield, West Sussex. 
Details: Accountant, Church 
House, 9 Brunswick Square 
HOVE BN3 1EN 
Tel: Brighton 29023 


ECTON HOUSE 

Peterborough Diocesan 
Conference & Retreat House, 
Ecton, Northampton 

Appointment of 

ASSISTANT WARDEN 

(effective August 1990) 
Self-contained flat, good salary, 
use of car. 

Send CV & sae for further details to: 

The Warden 
Ecton House, Ecton 
Northampton NN6 0QE 
Closing date for applications 17th June 


Cleveland 

Carriages 

ROLLS ROYCE DAIMLER, 
JAGUAR ALSO MERCEDES 



<(h 


For weddings and special occasions 

Phone Penn (049481) 6733 


The nettle grasped — 
a theology of AIDS 


A controversial new book on 
AIDS, edited by the Revd Jim 
Woodward, the Bishop of 
Oxford’s Chaplain, is the first to 
attempt any serious theological 
reflection on the moral and 
spiritual problems posed by the 
spread of the HIV Virus. 

Embracing the Chaos: 
Theological Reflections on AIDS 
(SPCK; £6.95), is a hard- 
hitting collection of essays that 
call for a clearer understanding 
of the ethical and theological 
issues, and also for a more sen- 
sitive response to all who are 
affected by HIV infection. The 
Bishop of Oxford will attend the 
book’s launch at The Lighthouse 
in London on May 31. 

“The perceived response to 
HIV infection and AIDS has 
been one of God’s wrath on 
unrepentant sinners. Embracing 
the Chaos is an attempt to ex- 
plore the Gospel message in the 
face of this devastating illness: 
a Gospel message that commits 
itself to the margins — on the 
side of freedom, forgiveness and 
the oppressed. This book is an 
attempt to explore some of the 
complex and difficult questions 
that AIDS confronts us with,” 
Jim Woodward said. 

The contributors include Ed- 
ward Norman writing on 


BOOKSMU 


“AIDS and the Will of God”, 
Peter Baelz on “What sort of 
world? What sort of God”, 
Sarah Maitland on “Is Health a 
Gospel Imperative?” and 
Stephen Pattinson who writes 
“To the Churches, with love 
from the Lighthouse.” The ten 
main essays are interspersed 
with reflections from people 
who speak for themselves about 
their personal struggle to live 
creatively in the face of chaos 
and the prospect of death. 

In his foreword to the book, 


the Bishop of Oxford writes: 
“AIDS evokes a wide range of 
emotions, and one of the virtues 
of this book is that it allows that 
range to display itself without 
false selectivity or partiality . . . 
It has been written to help the 
Church formulate for itself the 
mind of Christ in response to the 
AIDS crisis, and in particular to 
the individuals who are af- 
flicted.” 

Jim Woodward has been 
Chaplain to the Bishop of Ox- 
ford since 1987. He is leaving 
the Diocese to take up a new ap- 
pointment in September as 
Chaplain and Lecturer at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital in 
Birmingham. 



Jim Woodward. 


New styles of worship 


TWO new reports have been produced by the 
Liturgical Commission. The Promise of His Glory 
(Church Houses Publishing, £9.50) is a compa- 
nion volume to Lent — Holy Week — Easter. It 
covers the period All Saints to Candlemas, and 
should be equally warmly received. 

There is a vast amount of new material and 
enrichment of old. There are new suggestions for 
all the major festivals, and also for vigils. 
Remembrance Sunday, a Christingle service, 
prayers and readings for Christian unity and a 
Service of Light. The material is for both 
Eucharistic and non-Eucharistic worship and also 
included are 41 canticles, 1 10 collects, a number 
of litanies of thanksgiving, penitence and interces- 
sion and a lectionary following a three-year cycle. 

The great volume of material shows abundant 
creativity, and much of it could be used im- 
mediately. It is to be expected that the House of 
Bishops will tighten up some areas, eg: The 
Thanksgiving for the Virgin, which is rather too 
ambiguous, and the Spirit descending on the 
waters rather than on Jesus; but it is hoped that 
they commend most of the material for it is ex- 
cellent. 

Patterns for Worship (Church House Publishing, 
£10.50) has received a controversial press but 
deserves careful attention. In response to Faith 
in the City and the family service movement, the 
Luturgical Commission have produced this docu- 
ment which suggests one new service and one 
new Eucharistic rite. Alongside these is a wealth 
of other material — - intercessions, introductions 
to the peace, confessions, canticles and thanksgiv- 
ings that could be produced within the present 
provisions of the Alternative Service Book. 


The service of the Word is non Eucharistic, 
and sees the basic elements of a service to be: 
introduction, penitence, praise. Word, prayer,, 
ending. Although the order is variable some parts 
such as the confession, creed and readings are 
more carefully regulated. 

There are chapters suggesting how this order 
should be used, and this service would give 
greater guidance on the structure of non- 
Eucharistic family worship, perhaps helping to 
improve this contemporary form. 

The new Eucharistic provision is called Rite 
‘C’, and its four new Eucharistic prayers have 
caused some debate. They take into account the 
two comments most often made about the existing 
ASB provision: that the prayers are a monologue 
that is too long and that there is no account taken 
of children. The result is short responsorial 
prayers. The narrative of institution has been 
abbreviated from what we are used to, follow- 
ing the wording of some of the Gospels. 
Presumably the ommission of dominical words 
in Eucharistic Prayer ‘A’ will be revised. 

This is a resource book rather than a book of 
services. However, 13 sample services show 
what the Commission has in mind, and the pro- 
duction of such ‘off-the-peg’ material would be 
a great help to many churches. Such a report is 
to be pondered. It could help the Church of 
England during the Decade of Evangelism in its 
mission to those parts of the nation most alienated 
by what is seen as the stuffiness of much of our 
worship. 

Phillip Tovey 

The Revd Philip Tovey is a Team Vicar in 
Banbury. 


Holidays Exclusively 
for Singles 


Many for individual age groups, 
some include rambling, coach 
tours and other special interests. 
Evening Bible ministry, prayer 
and praise. 

Brochure — Rhos-Llyn 
Christian Centre. 
Penparc, Cardigan, 

West Wales (0239) 614501 


FOR SALE — WITNEY. Three 
bedroom link detached house in quiet cul- 
de-sac, four years’ old. cavity wall in- 
sulation. leaded windows. Garage. 
Lawns to front and rear, 50ft x 35ft land- 
scaped private rear garden. Patio. 
Recently redecorated internally and ex- 
ternally. Must be viewed, £78,950. Tel- 
Witney (0993) 773211 (24 hour 
Ansaphone). 

REQUIRED TO WORK at busy 
publishing office near Oxford. Part-time 
Credit Controller for temporary assign- 
ment September-December, approximate 
hours 9am-3pm, 2-3 days a week. Salary 
negotiable. For further details telephone 
Oxford 880505 and ask for Karen 
Johnson. 


ffl 
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THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents 
to a single item — Valuations — Free 
Pre-Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREEf , BANBURY 
' OXON OX16 PF: TEL: (0295) 253197 
STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 


THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY 

The Book of Common Prayer is still the standard of Doctrine, and 
is a beautiful form of Worship. 

If you value the language and doctrine of the Book of Common Prayer, 
join the Prayer Book Society. 

Diocesan Secretary: John Crofts 
14 Forest Close, Wendover 
Aylesbury HP22 6BT 


PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELLING 

An Elite, Professional, Confidential Service, devoted to 
total excellence of Mind & Body , Naturally. 
Therapy that proceeds gently, and at YOUR pace, in a 
Sympathetic, Informal and Discreet Environment. 

If you have a problem that detracts from the quality of 
your life, why not telephone: 

READING (0734) 452205 

For your Free explanatory Audio Cassette, Anytime. 

FRANK MEREDITH 

B.Sc., LCSP (Assoc). MSPCAH, C.HYP, MABCH 



STOKE ROW 
PUFF N’STUFF 


Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th June 
Open 1 0am- 5pm daily 

TRACTION ENGINES • VINTAGE VEHICLES 

AUCTION starting at 10.30 on Saturday 
STALLS e SIDESHOWS • CHILDREN'S FUNFAIR 
REFRESHMENTS LICENSED BAR 

Admission £2.50 Adult £1.50 Children/OAPs 

Location: Signposted from the A4074 by Woodcote and the A423 by Nuffield, S. 
Oxon. 


HOW IS YOUR 
CHARITY DOING? 

Are you finding it difficult to reach your goals and targets? I would 
like to help your cause, however small or large you are. You may 
be local or national but together Stuart Hall and myself can help 
those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Call Abingdon (0235) 520216 evenings 


ARMSTRONG INTERNATIONAL 

THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN THE 
FRENCH PROPERTY MARKET 

Normandy Charents 

Dordogne Lot & Garone 

Tarn 8t Garonne Pyrenees 

Mayenne Sarthe 

• Complete Personal Service Guaranteed 

( 0242 ) 224 936 
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The DOOR opens on: the United Benefice of Enborne (Etc) 


A family 


p 


Churches: St Michael and All 
Angels, Enborne: early Norman 
or Saxon, but finally completed 
in 1 190, hence its 800th celebra- 
tions this year. Treasures in- 
clude a rare double piscina, a 
wall painting of the Annuncia- 
tion dating from 1316 and its 
famous ‘Michael’ bell (c 1260), 
possibly the oldest church bell 
in England. 

St Mary ’s , Hamstead Marshall: 
A little Jacobean church on a 
bank above the Kennet Valley, 
interesting box pews and pulpit. 
Dominated by the walls of ad- 
joining Craven Park, whose 
enormous house burnt down in 
1660. 

St Laurence, West Woodhay: An 
earlier medieval church in the 
grounds of West Woodhay 
House, said to be ‘ ‘too close for 
comfort” was replaced by a 
classical-revival building just 
outside the walls in 1716, and 
then in 1883 by the present 
perfect example of a Victorian 
church. Beautiful sanctuary win- 
dows by Morris and Co. 

St Michael and All Angels, In- 
kpen: Gem of a church under the 
dramatic escarpment of Walbury 
Hill, the highest chalk hill in 
England. It was in the Diocese 
of Salisbury until 1836. May 
have been built on the site of a 
Saxon stockade, hence its odd 
position on the edge of the 
village. 

St Swithun ’s, Combe: Idyllical- 
ly situated in a bowl-shaped 
valley this tiny, beautifully sim- 
ple flint church(1160) with a 
timber bell tower is Grade I 
listed. In 1$88, its small con- 
gregation managed to raise 
£50,000 for urgent restoration 
work. A swarm of bees has 
taken up residence in the 
sanctuary. 

Electoral Roll: 259 in all, rang- 
ing from 101 in Inkpen to 20 in 
Combe. 

Clergy: Rector -The Revd 
Christopher Coney, with the 
help of Canon Raymond Birt, a 
retired clergyman who is ‘‘saint- 
ly, and altogether uniquely 
loved”. 

Deanery: Newbury. 

Bishop: The Bishop of Reading. 
Reader: Mrs Joanna Coney. 
Sunday Services: West 

Woodhay - weekly 11.15 am 
Parish Communion (2nd Sunday 
Mattins); Inkpen - weekly 
8.30am 1662 Communion, also 
9.45am service (Family Com- 


munion, Family Service or Mat- 
tins) ; Enborne -9.45am Parish 
Communion on 1st Sunday and 
Mattins on the 4th; Hamstead 
Marshall - Parish Communion 
on the 2nd and 4th and Mattins 
on the 3rd; Combe - 3.30pm 
Evensong on the 2nd Sunday 
and 11.15 am Parish Commu- 
nion on the 4th. 5th Sunday - 
Group Parish Communion Ser- 
vice for the Benefice at 10.30am 
rotates. 

Other Services: 5pm Evensong 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday rotates. Enborne; Friday, 
10am Holy Communion; In- 
kpen: Holy Communion on ma- 
jor Saints’ days, and Pram 
Service on 4th Monday. 
Prayer Books: Mattins — 
Prayer Book (1928); Parish 
Communion — Rite B (own 
printing). Hamstead Marshall 
tried Rite B but has reverted to 
1662. 

Hymn Books: Ancient and 
Modern Revised . ; West 
Woodhay: Anglican Hymn 
Book ; Inkpen Family Service: 
Junior Praise 

Sunday School: At Inkpen 
meets in nearby home and re- 
joins the service at the Offertory 
hymn. Retired primary school 
teacher runs it for up to 12 5-1 1 
year olds. 

Choir: Adult mixed at Inkpen 
for ‘Mattins and Family Service. 
Bell ringers: Four at Inkpen 
each Sunday from pool of 20 . 
Youth Club: Youth Fellowship 
at Inkpen 1st Sunday evening of 
the month for 10-15 young peo- 
ple ‘‘is going places” . Run by 
the Rector, plus lay help. 
Parish Magazine: Two. 

Everyone gets one or other. 
Middle ‘‘churchy” pages com- 
mon to both, produced by the 
Rector. Outer pages have village 
news. 

Missionary Links: Inkpen — 
CMS; Enborne — New Guinea. 
Other activities: Inkpen has just 
completed a ‘‘visit every house 
in the village” project, and is 
considering a new church room. 
New monthly prayer group and 
more established monthly 
fellowship group meet in the 
Rectory or another home. 
Hamstead Marshall hopes to 
start a new stewardship scheme. 
May 19 - 16Vfc mile Rogation 
Walk around the Benefice tak- 
ing in all five churches started 
with Mattins at Enborne and 
ended with Evensong at Combe. 


with 

O n a sunny May 
morning, it isn’t dif- 
ficult to believe that 
God is in his heaven, at least 
in this comer of the Diocese. 
Here on the Wiltshire border 
huge fields dotted with sheep 
and edged with white chalk 
sweep dramatically down 
steep hillsides into wooded 
valleys, where high-hedged 
lanes wind from one village 
to the next, each more pic- 
turesque than the last. 

Eight miles in length from En- 
borne Rectory at one end to In- 
kpen Church at the other, the 
Benefice must be one of the 
most beautiful parts of the 
Diocese. Each of its five chur- 
ches is a gem in its own way, 
and the distant views from the 
Rectory garden with its sundial 
and geese are distractingly 
splendid. 

God officially came to En- 
borne in 1 190, when St Michael 
and All Angels Church was 
completed. In thanksgiving, the 
Bishop of Oxford will celebrate 
Choral Evensong there on June 
10, and on April 29 there was 
an 800th Anniversary Group 
Service when the Rector, the 
Revd Christopher Coney, bless- 
ed a new set of pottery Commu- 
nion cruets anonymously 
presented to thq Church as a 
birthday present. He also 
reminded his congregation, 
drawn from all five churches: 
‘‘For more than 800 years men 
and women have gathered here 
in good times and bad to offer 
their lives to God.” 

Comfort and care 

The present times are clearly 
very good. The high box pews 
for the servants from Craven 
Park at the back of Hamstead 
Marshall’s church have stood 
empty for years, and though 
some members of the congrega- 
tion still work on the nearby 
estates they are just as likely to 
be ‘refugees ’from the pro- 
sperous town of Newbury near- 
by. The picturesque cottages and 
houses radiate comfort and care, 
and on the surface at least there 
is no sign of any real poverty. 
Perhaps that is why Christopher 
Coney said in his Anniversary 
sermon that is easy to be a hero 
on the high fells, but much 
harder when ‘‘our first duty lies 
here”. In any case he says ‘‘As 
a curate in an affluent part of 
Surrey, I was always told never 
to be afraid of being taunted for 
ministering to the gin and Jag 
brigade, because they have souls 
too.” 

Anyone who takes on a 
Benefice with five churches 
could claim to be a hero himself. 


five 'children' 



Joanna and Christopher Coney at Enbourne. Photo: Frank Blackwell 


Apart from the five sets of PCC 
meetings Christopher Coney 
must attend, to say nothing of 
the five annual general 
meetings, how do you shepherd 
a flock in an area of roughly 60 
square miles? He is of course 
available at the Rectory, ‘‘but 
you’ve got to drive six miles and 
hope that there’s someone there 
when you get there”. While ad- 
mitting that there has been the 
odd occasion when someone has 
died ‘‘and the first thing you 
know about it is when the under- 
taker rings up”, he says that 
people are very good about 
keeping him in touch .In any 
case he is always available 
before and after Evensong said 
four nights week around the 
Benefice. ‘‘At least they know 
the Rector will be there at that 
point in the week,” he says. 

Unofficial curate 

A greater reliance on the lai- 
ty is inevitable in such a scat- 
tered Benefice. The Rector 
firmly leaves the day-to-day run- 
ning of jumble sales, fetes and 
the like to them, and in Inkpen 
a ‘visit every house in the 
village’ scheme has also been 
lay -organised. Leading the lay 
involvement is his own wife, 
Joanna, a former nurse and 
teacher, a licensed Reader and 
a Franciscan Tertiary. She is 
defensive about ‘‘the expecta- 
tions of a vicar’s wife which can 
shape your life the way you 
don’t want it to be shaped”, but 
says hers has been a positive 
decision to become involved. 
Now she often takes non- 
Communion services and almost 
acts as an unofficial curate to her 
husband. 


They are a couple ideally 
suited to the task of bringing 
revival to an area steeped in 
tradition. Christopher says he 
would feel ‘‘like a fish out of 
water in a town parish” and as 
a former nurse and teacher and 
the mother of three children 
Joanna is just the sort of person 
anyone in trouble would turn to 
for comfort and sensitive advice. 

Gentle innovations 

Since their arrival in Enborne 
four years ago after 15 years at 
Pangbourne College and a 
period in New Guinea, they 
have gently made a number of 
innovations. The annual Roga- 
tion Walk in May was started 
three years ago and links every 
church to the others through a 
16 mile web of footpaths. They 
have also started separate prayer 
and fellowship groups which 
Joanna believes are the most im- 
portant thing happening in the 
Benefice. ‘‘There is a core for- 
ming where spirituality is more 
important than the social scene” 
she says. Her husband on the 
other hand strongly believes that 
it is the new Sunday School and 
Youth Yellowship which gives 
greatest cause for hope. ‘‘How 
many there will be in church in 
ten years time ^s anybody’s 
guess but at least the possibility 
will be there”. 

The secret is clearly not to at- 
tempt to turn the five parishes 
into one great big one. ‘‘Any at- 
tempt to integrate the five 
parishes is doomed to failure. 
We rather like being different” 
said Leonard Whiter, an En- 
borne Churchwarden. Joanna 
Coney compares the Benefice to 
a family with five children ‘‘all 


doing their own thing, suppor- 
ting one another but not seeing 
very much of each other.”. 

Doing your own thing in the 
five churches often means hang- 
ing onto traditions which have 
long since been abandoned 
elsewhere. The idea of using 
Rite A is anathema here and 
Hamstead Marshall , having 
agreed to a trial period with Rite 
B and listened to Joanna and 
Christopher’s careful teaching, 
have voted for a return to the 
1662 Prayer Book, ‘‘because we 
like it”. More upsetting was the 
PCC decision at Inkpen to stop 
the ‘‘Peace”. ‘‘It doesn’t mean 
they are unwelcoming or less 
generous, just that they don’t 
like touching one another. The 
decision hurt a lot but in the last 
analysis we are here to serve and 
not to dictate,” he says . 

Though the rest of the Diocese 
must seem very far away at 
times, it is this loving acceptance 
of their flock ‘‘where they are” 
which makes Christopher and 
Joanna such ideal shepherds, 
and his challenge at the end of 
his 800th anniversary sermon: 
‘‘Which will be the first church 
to double its congregation?” 
seem less absurdly optimistic. 

Christine Zwart 


Remember Towyn 

The sea may have receded but 
the devastation remains in 
Towyn, North Wales. 

Gill Poole, Diocesan CMS 
secretary has prepared a fact 
sheet for anyone who would 
like to give much needed cash. 
Phone her on 0865 250688 or 
the Colwyn Bay Information 
Officer on 0492 515271. 


Full comprehensive glass 
and glazing service. 

Glass cut to size. 
Double glazed sealed units. 
uPVC windows and doors. 

★ 24-hour call-out service ★ 

* 

For Free Quotes and advice, 
domestic & commercial 

telephone 

0295 267470 - 
0860 486942 
mobile 




QUALITY HOUSE 
PLAQUES & 

PRESENTATION PLATES 

Traditional English Cream 
Slipware and Sgraffito for 
Births, Christenings, Weddings, 
Anniversaries, House names or 
numbers, Designed, hand-thrown 
and hand-decorated at THE 
POTTERY 25 Ranvilles Lane, 
Cattisfield, Eareham, 

Hampshire. Telephone: 
(0329)47779 



FOR SALE 


WITNEY 

Three-bedroom link detached house in quiet cul-de-sac, four years 
old, cavity wall insulation, leaded windows. Garage. Lawns to 
front and rear, 50ft x 35ft landscaped private rear garden. Patio. 
Recently redecorated internally and externally. Must be viewed. 

£ 78,950 

Tel: Witney (0993) 773211 

(24 hour Ansaphone) 
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WHAT'S ON 


MAY 

Sal 26, CLEWER CHURCH. Classical 
Sermons of Bunyan (9.30am, Wesley 
(10.10). Latimer (10.50). Christmas 
Evans (11.30). Voluntary donations to 
Romanian Orphanage Trust. 

JUNE 

Sat 2, CHOLSEY. St Mary. Music in 
Worship Trust guitar tutorial. £5. not 
beginners. Contact 0491 652237. 

Sat 2. WALTHAM FARM, Berks 
ARA visit to organic farm. Contact 10 
Hiiihfield Close". Wokingliam, RG11 
IDG. 

Sat 2. OXFORD. Ecumenical Society of 
Blessed Virgin Mary quiet afternoon at 
Campion Hall 2. 30-5. 45pm. 

Sat 2, TUBNEY. Garden Fete at Tubney 
Lodge (on A420) at 2.30pm in aid of 
Tubney Church. Under cover! 

Sat 2, CUDDESDON. Church Fete at 
Ripon College at 2.15pm, Meet Roger 
Royle and Soak a Vicar! 

Sat 2, IVINGHOE. Ivinghoe Lawn Car 
Boot Sale in aid of Church Restoration 
Fund from 10am to 2pm. Details from 
0296 661646. 

Sat 2/Sun 3, CHALGROVE. St Mary s 
Church Flower/Gift Day 11-6 Sat, 2-6 
Sun. Paintings. Church Records, Choral 
Evensong. 

Sat 2-Thurs 4, OXFORD. St Giles. 
Watercolours by John Stanton, noon to 
2pm Mon-Fri, 2-5pm Sat/Sun. Proceeds 
to Restoration Appeal. 

Sun 3, OXFORD. Bury Knowle Park. 
Pentecost in the Park annual service of 
Oxford Council of Churches 3pm. 
Preacher Bishop Khair-ud-Din from- 
Pakistan. 

Tues 5, HOLTON. Rectory, Focus on 
Nigeria with Revd Jacob Ajetunmobi 
from 10.30 to 4.30pm. Please bring 
lunch! 

Wed 6, OXFORD. St Mary the Virgin 
Old Library. Revd Christopher Hamel- 
Cooke of Marylebone Healing Centre 
will speak at 7.30pm on “Religion and 
Medicine; a New concept in 
Cooperation". 

Fri 8-Sun 10, READING. St Barnabas. 
Elm Road, Flower Festival. Sat 9, Sum- 
mer Fete. Details from G. Tigwell 0734 
873907. 

Sat 9 onwards, BURFORD. Charter 
Celebrations. Details Burford 3647. 

Sat 9, BURFORD CHURCH. Burford 
Orchestra Concert of Strauss, Goddard. 
Beethoven (6th) at 7.30pm. Tickets £3.50 
(£2 concess.). 

Sun 10, BURFORD Church. 

Thanksgiving Service 11am. Bishop of 
Oxford preaching. 

Sat 9/Sun 10, STOKE ROW'. Puff ’n 
Stuff’ Traction Engine Rally 10am to 
5pm. Proceeds to Langtree Team 
Churches. 

Sat 9, LATIMER, Nr Chesham. Joint 
Fete with Flaunden in Latimer House 
grounds. Boys Brigade Band, Kids Fancy 
Dress, from 2.30pm. 

Sat 9, WIGG1NTON, Banbury. St 
Giles' Fete/Flower Festival. Musical 
Dressage. Fun Dog Show/Obedience 
demo. Shire Horses. 

Sat 9, NETHER WINCHENDON, Nr 
Aylesbury. Fete at N. Winchendon 
House. Teas, Stalls, Entertainment from 
2pm in aid of St Nicholas Church 
Restoration. 

Sat 9, DEDWORTH, Nr Windsor. All 

Saints Church Car Boot Sale from 10am 
to 1pm in aid of Worldwide Fund for 
Nature. Ring 0753 869787. 

Sat 9/Sun 10, MILTON KEYNES. St 
Mary’s Church. Shenley Church End 
Flower Festival. Sat 10-6, Walton 


Parlour Ensemble concert at 7.45pm. 
Sunday Services 9.30/1 lam. Tower open 
pm. Floral Choral Evensong at 6pm! 
Concert tickets £2.50. Details 0908 
675943. 

Sun 10, SOUTH MORETON, Nr Did 
cot. various gardens open in aid of fabric 
fund of St John the Evangelist from 
2-6pm. Teas/Ices/Plants. Details from 
0235 813104. 

Sun 10, HUGHENDEN. St Michael & 
All Angels. Communal Picnic followed 
at 5.30pm by Open Air Songs of Praise 
•with Wycombe Brass Band. 

Mon 11, EMMER GREEN. St Bar- 
nabas, St Barnabas Day service at 
7.30pm when Canon John Grimwade will 
preach and celebrate (in place of Rt Revd 
Hugh Montefiore). 

Mon 11, OXFORD. Rewley House. 
Follow-up Day of parish Communica- 
tions Course 10am-3.30pm. ring G. 
Pratley 244566. 

Tues 12, GUILD OF VERGERS. Nor 
them Rally at Hedon, Humberside. 
Details from P. Hudson. 3 Castle Place, 
High Wycombe HP 13 6RX, 

Wed 13, OXFORD. Colinwood Road 
URC, Council of Churches Forum on 
Broadcasting & Journalism at 7.30pm. 
Hear Diocesan Communications Officer 
and journalist John Madeley speak. 

Fri 15, HAMBLEDON. Start of month- 
long Valley Festival, with 60 events 
covering wide range of activities from 
lace-making to cycle treasure hunt, a 
moonlight ramble and John Mortimer QC 
reading at Turville Court on July 4. Full 
programme from the Revd Paul Bibby, 
0491 571231. 

Fri 15, HAMBLEDEN. St Mary the 
Virgin. Come and hear the Garcia- 
Con way duo play flute and guitar at 8pm. 
tickets £4.50 at door. 

Sat 16, PINNER, Middlesex. The Grail 
Community Garden Pary. Details from 
081-866 2195 or 081-866 0505. 

Sat 16, AMERSHAM. St Mary Fete at 
2pm. Silver Band, Garland Dancers, 
Gymnastics. 

Sat 16, OXFORD. Summertown, Old 
Bakehouse, 2 Sth Parade. Intercontinen- 
tal Church Society Bring & Buy Sale & 
Coffee Morning from 10-12. Details 
511636. 

Sat 16/Sun 17, ST ANFORD-IN-THE 
VALE. St Denys’ Church Summer 
Festival from 2pm on the theme of 
Pastimes. Sbeepshearing, Dancing, 
“Magic". Open Air Songs of Praise with 
Wantage Silver Band. Details 
036-710789. 

Sat 16/Sun 17, BLEWBURY. St 
Michael’s Flower Festival 2pm to 5pm. 
Sunday Evensong 6pm. 

Sat 16/Sun 17, FLAUNDEN. St Mary 
Magdalene Flower Festival. Saturday 
1 1-7, Sunday 11-6. Teas/Stalls in village 
hall in aid of Church Turret rebuild. 
Sat 16, CUBLINGTON, Nr Wing Fete 
in aid of St Nicholas Church & Village 
Hall, 2pm, Old Rectory. 

Sun 17, CUBLINGTON, Nr Wing. St 
Nicholas Church Songs of Praise at 6pm. 
Sun 17, OXFORD, Holywell Cemetery 
Open Day. Details (0865) 54636. 

Tues 19, DRAYTON. Abingdon. 
Village Hall. “Media Awareness & the 
Good News". Conference for clergy and 
laity from 10. 15 to 3. 15. £4.50 including 
Ploughmans. Ring Mrs Harris on Far- 
nham Common 4177. (Date given incor- 
rectly in May Door). 

Wed 20, WANTAGE. St Peter & St 
Paul. Healing service, Eucharist with lay- 
ing on of hands at 8pm. Visiting Preacher 
Fr Philip Allin. Bishop of Reading’s Ad- 


visor for Healing. 

Wed 20, OXFORD, Linton Rd, St An- 
drew's. Isobel Vale, Oxon Advisor for 
Religious Education speaks at 8pm on RE 
in light of new Education Act. Oxford 
Council of Christians and Jews. 

Wed 20, HUGHENDEN. St Michael & 
All Angels Open Air Teddy Bears’ Pic- 
nic and Tiny Tots' Service for Under 
Fives, sponsored by Mothers Union. 
Thurs 21, CHESHAM. Elgiva Hall, 
Lunch Break meeting at 12.30pm with 
Stuart Pascall of the Saltmine Trust. 
Thurs 21, OXFORD. University 
Church. Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
speaks on “The role of the Church in a 
new South Africa" at 10am. 

Fri 22-Sun 24, WHITE WALTHAM, 
Nr Maidenhead. St Mary’s Flower 
Festival. Saturday Soiree 7.30pm, £4 in- 
cluding Refreshments. Sunday Songs of 
Praise 6.30pm. Project in aid of fabric 
fund and Thames Valley Hospice. 

Fri 22-Sun 24, READING, St Laurence 
Flower Festival, Fri/Sat 10-6; Sun 1 1-6. 
Sat 23, IVINGHOE, Ivinghoe Lawns 
Church Fete at 2pm in aid of Restoration 
Fund. Details 0296 661646. 

The Cathedral 
Church of Christ 
Oxford 

Dean: The Very Revd 
Eric Heaton, MA 
Tel: Oxford 0865 276161 
Cathedral Services: 
Sundays 

8am Holy Communion 
9am College Communion (Term) 
10am Mattins and Sermon 
11.15am Sung Eucharist 
6pm Evensong (No sermon) 
Weekdays 
7.15am Mattins 
7.35am Holy Communion 
6pm Evensong (Thursday: 

5.35pm Said Evensong and 6pm 
Sung Eucharist). 


Fri 22, WITNEY, St Mary’s Concert 
with Emma Corke, soprano and Robin 
Thodey; lute. Champagne and straw- 
berries, 7.30pm. Details Andrew 
Hawken 0993 773281. 

Sat 23, STOKENCHURCH, SS Peter 
and Paul “Midsummer Music" with 
Geoffrey Heath and Friends. Tickets 
£3.50 inc strawberries & cream and 
wine. In aid of Church Extension Fund. 
0494 482383. 

Sat 23, READING, St Agnes, Nor- 
thumberland Ave. Drama and Supper in 
Church from 7.30pm. Speaker Revd 
Geoff Cook. Tickets from 0734 874448. 
Sat 23, SUNNINGWELL, St Leonard’s 
Family Funfayre at Cricket Ground from 
12 noon. BBQ lunches, bouncy castle, 
rounders, sideshows, raffle. 

Sat 23, BLETCHINGDON School 
Garden St Giles Summer Fete from 2pm. 
Food stalls. Bric-a-brac, Tombola, Grand 
Drawer for all the family. 

Sat 23, DUNSMORE, Nr Wendover; 
Summer Flower/Music Festival from 
10-6. Church decorated with hanging 
baskets by local people. Music led by 
choir and local people. Supper and sing- 
song. Concert at 8pm. 

Sun 24, DUNSMORE, Flower Festival 
I lam to 3pm. Evensong 3.30pm. 

Sun 24, BURFORD Church. Verdi’s 
Requiem with Burford Singers, Haydn 


Chamber Orch. Tickets £7/£5. Burford 
2305. 

Sat 23/Sun 24, BLADON, 
Anglican/Methodist Festival. Saturday 
Fete at 2pm. St Martin's Church Recital 
at 7.30 (tickets £3.50 with refreshments). 
Sunday Festival Service 1 lam, Car Boot 
Sale 2pm. Flower Festival Sat/Mon 10-7, 
Sun 12-7. Details 0993 812535. 

Sat 23-Mon 25, COOKHAM DEAN, 
Church Flower Festival 10am to 9pm. 
Sat morning stalls, evening concert 8pm 
(£3.50 or £2.00 under 14). Details 0628 
27113. 

Sun 24, BURNHAM BEECHES, St 
Anne’s Dropmore, Cream Teas from 
3-5pm on edge of Littleworth Common 
(OS map ref 934864). 

Sun 24, KIDLINGTON, Oxford, St 
John’s. Kidlington Tapestry to be 
dedicated by Archdeacon of Oxford at 
Special Evensong at 6.30pm. Patronal 
Festival Celebration open to all, pm, 
refreshments available. 

Sun 24-Sat 30, MEDMENHAM. 
Village Hall, Exhibition, opened at 
2.30pm by Bishop of Oxford to mark 800 
Years Christian Ministry. Flower 
Festival in Church. Various gardens open 
- ring 0491 571216 for details. 

Friday 29-Sun 1st, HURLEY, Nr 
Maidenhead, St Mary the Virgin Flower 
Festival with Music and Arts/Crafts 
show. 

Fri 29, NEWPORT PAGNELL, SS 
Peter & Paul Flower Festival Partronal 
Service. Music and Art/Historical 
displays in aid of. Restoration Fund. 

Sat 30, KINGHAM. St Andrew’s 
Church Annual Fete in Old Rectory Cot- 
tage, 1 -4.30pm. Games, rides, lunches 
and teas. See the Flowers and Heritage 
exhibition in church. Music by Chipping 
Norton Junior Silver Band. Details 
060871 678. In aid of Church Preserva- 
tion Fund. 

Sat 30, SLOUGH, at St Peter’s, 
Chalvey, Fete 2pm. 

Sat 30, CHARNEY BASSE TT. Fun 
Run in aid of St Peter’s. Details from Ab- 
ingdon 868603. 

Sat 30, DRAYTON, St Peter’s Fete at 
2pm. Fun for all the Family. 

Sat 30, MEDMENHAM. Village Fete 
from 2 -6pm. 

Sat 30/Sun 1st, LONG CRENDON. 
Flower Festival for Appeal of Bells at St 
Mary’s Church in association with the 
Gardens Open Scheme. Church House 
Craft Exhibition. Sat 10.30-6, Sun 12-6. 
Sat 30, BIERTON. St James Church 
Carnival and Fete at The School, Parsons 
Lane from 2.30pm. Ellesborough Silver 
Band leads floats. 

Sat 30, HENLEY ON THAMES. 
Friends of St Mary the Virgin 1st Annual 
Festival. Exhibition Church History/Ar- 
chitecture 2-4pm. Tours of Church & 
Chantry House at 4pm. Tea in Chantry 
House. Open to all. 

JULY 

Sun 1, DORCHESTER. Abbey Open 
Day. From 2pm. Guided tours, music, 
teas, 6pm Evensong. 

Mon 2, YARNTON MANOR, 8pm 
AGM — The Oxford Council of Chris- 
tians & Jews, Speaker — Dr Elizabeth 
Maxwell. 

Wed 4, CHALFONT ST GILES, 
7.30pm Organ recital by Trevor Webb at 
the Parish Church. 

Wed 4, CHILTERN CMS Association 
Summer Meeting “Christians in the Mid- 
dle East. Details: 0494 33286. 

Fri 6 - Sun 8. WHITCHURCH, 
‘Yellow Braces 90’ a youth festival. Fun, 



A kind of freedom 


Pictured here giving one another plenty of support are Ashleigh 
McCradon and Diedre McConnell. Back home in Belfast, 
Ashleigh, a Protestant, and Diedre, a Roman Catholic, would 
probably have never met and certainly never smiled so happily 
together. That is why eight years ago Patricia Olsson, a retired 
teacher from Prestwood, and Dr Barbie Clarke from Aston Clin- 
ton decided to found the Northern Ireland Project, to bring a 
“mixed” group of six Roman Catholic and six Protestant 
children from Northern Ireland each year for a holiday in Buck- 
inghamshire. 

“The children enjoy a kind of freedom here they have never 
known,” write Margaret and Jim Osbond, who are organising 
another holiday this year from July 20-29 for 12 children aged 
11 and 12. They ask for your prayers for the holiday, and they 
also need more adult help to supervise outings, and money to 
fund the childrens’ activities. 

Details from the Osbonds at Moat Lane House, Prestwood, 
Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 9BT. 

Photo : Courtesy Goodhead Publishing. 


fellowship, exploration and sharing. £16 
covers all meals. Details: Annette Nix- 
on 0865 244566 or Anne Faulkner 0753 
25935. 

Fri 6 - Sun 8. WEST WICKHAM, 
‘Alone with God’, a Maranatha Weekend 
of Renewal at the Emmaus Retreat & 
Conference Centre, £40 from supper on 
Friday evening. Details: 0225 858268. 
Fri 6, BURFORD, 7pm. Preview, Bur- 
ford Church, tickets £2.50 from Reav- 
leys, Huffkins, Vick’s Garage. 

Sat 7, ASHAMPSTEAD, 2pm Country 
Fair, recreation ground. Children’s fan- 
cy dress, spinning & pottery demon- 
stration, Scottish & children’s country 
dancing. 

Sat 7, CAVERSHAM, 2pm-5.30pm 
Grand Fete for St Peter’s, Caversham and 
St Margaret’s, Mapledurham, Caver- 


sham Court, Church Rd. Free admission. 
Details: 0734 471032/471703. 

Sat 7, CHARNEY BASSETT, 2.15 
Church Fete in the gardens of Charney 
Manor and Dog Show in the paddock. 
Details of fete: Abingdon 868788/ 
868220, of dog show: Abingdon 868428. 

Sun 8, BURFORD, 7pm Concert at the 
Priory for the Priory Restoration Fund. 
The Burford Singers and Holywell Trio. 
Tickets £10 (inc supper) from Burford 
Gallery. 

Sun 8, DORCHESTER, St Birinus 
Pilgrimage. Starts Churn Knob, Blew- 
bury. Shortwer walk 3pm from 
Brightwell. 

SPIRIT LEVEL - Radio Oxford 
95.2FM. Every Sunday 8.05am. “The 
voice of all the local churches.” 


There is no August DOOR so July and August events will ap- 
pear in the July issue. In the event of an overflow, priority will 
be given to the more major happenings! To guarantee publica- 
tion you can always make use of our new classified column. — 
Editor. 
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FREE INITIAL 
CONSULTATION 

Having problems with 
stress, over-weight, 
smoking, phobias, 
passing exams etc? 

If so, contact: 

P. NOBLE miah on 

WATTON (0953) 883741 
or WYMONDHAM 
(0953) 607153 

Videos and personally directed 
cassettes available 


Ascension and Whitsun 
— key to understanding 

LAST month I wrote in this column of a recent experience in 
the United States. Several years earlier I found myself having 
to preach in an American cathedral on the Sunday after the 
Ascension. The service was vividly alive, the music magnificent, 
and I was treated with the greatest courtesy. But after the ser- 
vice I got the distinct impression that I must have been one of 
the very few who really believed in the Ascension at all. I 
wondered why. 

The Biblical record is impressive. The fourth gospel refers 
to it at least twice (Jn 6.12, 20.17). It is part of the argument 
of the Epistle to the Ephesians (4.8-10), and St Luke describes 
it twice. In the shorter account (Lk 24.50) he simply says that 
Jesus went with his disciples to Bethany, and there was parted 
from them. In the longer version (Acts 1.9-11) he says that Jesus 
was lifted up and a cloud took him out of their sight. 

There is none of the drama or excitement we associate with 
the Resurrection narratives. There is no chariot of fire or whirl- 
wind which accompanied the translation of Elijah. Drama is 
deliberately eschewed in the interests of the spectacular event 
which was to follow it — the giving of the Spirit at Pentecost 
and the empowerment of the disciples for mission to the world. 

“If I do not go away”, Jesus had said, “The Comforter will 
not come to you. But if I go away I will send him to you”. (Jn 
16.7). Just that and no more is the significance of the Ascension. 
The visible presence of the Lord is withdrawn, that we might 
enjoy the invisible presence of the Spirit for ever. 

I do not find it difficult to preach on the Ascension. Of course 
we cannot explain it in scientific terms. Beware of the fallacy 
that if we cannot explain it, nothing can have happened. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York, and is the author 
of numerous books. He lives near Banbury. 
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